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Upbeat  Rally  Anticipates 
NY  Rights  Bill  Passage 


By  Bruce  Michael  Gelbert 
NEW  YORK  —  Two  thousand 
lesbians,  gay  men  and  supporters 
assembled  in  City  Hall  park  on 
March  18  to  rally  for  passage  of 
the  Sexual  Orientation  Bill  (Intro. 
2.)  Mayor  Edward  I.  Koch,  City 
Councilmember  Miriam  Fried- 
lander  and  other  city  officials 
spoke  of  an  affirmative  vote  by  the 
35-member  city  council  on  March 
20  as  a  virtual  fait  accompli,  while 
lesbian  and  gay  activists,  including 
Andy  Humm  and  Ginny  Apuzzo, 


next.  Turning  a  phrase  often  used 
by  the  noncommittal  or  opposed, 
Dryfoos  said  he  would  “vote  his 
conscience”  on  March  20  and  vote 
for  Intro.  2.  Manhattan  borough 
President  David  Dinkins,  who  had 
also  testified  at  the  previous 
week’s  hearing,  reiterated  that 
basic  rights  should  be  denied  to  no 
one  and  decried  the  need  to  ask  for 
rights. 

Andy  Humm,  spokesperson  for 
CLGR,  and  an  author  of  the  bill, 


understanding  and  “in  a  gracious, 
responsible  manner.”  Some  ac¬ 
tivists  expressed  the  view  that 
Koch’s  decision  to  speak  was  in¬ 
spired  by  the  establishment 
media’s  recent  depiction  of  Intro. 
2  as  a  winning  cause. 

Harlem  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Church  (MCC)  Pastor 
Rev.  Renee  McCoy  countered  the 
charge  made  by  John  Cardinal 
O’Connor  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  New  York  in  his 
St.  Patrick’s  Day  address,  that  the 
bill  would  protect  “sin”  and  “ab¬ 
normal”  behavior.  McCoy  said 
she  wished  the  bill  would  pass 
quickly  so  that  time  could  be 
devoted  to  addressing  other  press¬ 
ing  issues  such  as  racism,  poverty, 
and  the  homeless. 

Assistant  Commissioner  of  New 
York  State’s  Consumer  Protection 
agency,  longtime  lesbian  activist 
Continued  on  page  10 


NY  Rights  Bill 
Passes  21-14 

NEW  YORK  —  The  New  York  City  Council  passed  Intro.  2,  the 
bill  adding  sexual  orientation  to  the  unlawful  discrimination  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  administrative  code,  into  law  at  6:05  p.m.  on  March 
20.  The  vote  was  21  in  favor  and  14  against.  The  bill  got  three 
votes  more  than  were  necessary  for  its  passage. 

The  council  discussion  on  Intro.  2  commenced  at  2:25  p.m.. 
Fierce  opponent  councilmember  Noach  Dear  introduced  two 
amendments,  both  of  which  were  defeated,  as  was  a  proposal  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  general  welfare  committee  where  it 
originated,  which  would  have  delayed  the  full  council’s  vote. 

The  current  bill  permits  discrimination  in  two-family  owner- 
occupied  dwellings.  An  amendment  to  increase  the  provision  to 
exempt  four-family  dwellings  was  defeated  20-15.  The  second 
amendment  saying  that  Intro.  2  would  not  restrict  religious  or 
denominational  educational  or  charitable  institutions  from 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  was  defeated 
22-13.  A  religious  exemption  is  already  included  in  the  text  of  In¬ 
tro.  2. 

Surprise  “yes”  votes  included  those  from  Rev.  Wendell 
Foster,  an  ordained  evangelical  minister,  and  from  Joseph  Lisa. 
Lisa  chairs  a  city  council  committee  on  AIDS  and  had  been  told 
he  could  expect  little  cooperation  from  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  in  the  work  of  his  committee  if  he  cast  a  “no”  vote. 

—  Bruce  Michael  Gelbert 


i^i  iesDian/gay  ngnts  bill  rally,  City  Hall  Park,  March  18. 


expressed  the  anger,  hope  and 
frustration  that  has  been  building 
in  the  community  during  the 
15-year  fight  for  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  legislation.  The  bill  passed  by 
a  vote  of  5-1  in  the  Council’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Welfare  Committee  on  March 
11.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  35). 

The  evening  rally,  organized  by 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation  (GLAAD) 
and  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  and  emceed 
by  poet  Jewelle  Gomez,  of 
GLAAD,  kicked  off  with  lesbian 
entertainers  Delaria  and  Strobel’s 
political  rap,  humor  and  songs,  in¬ 
cluding  “Somewhere  Over  the 
Rainbow.” 

Councilmember  Friedlander,  a 
staunch  supporter  and  one  of  13 
co-sponsors  of  the  bill,  was  the 
first  speaker.  Her  colleague, 
Robert  Dryfoos,  who  had  engaged 
in  eloquent  verbal  fencing  with  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  measure  at  the 
public  hearing  on  March  11,  spoke 


referred  to  a  March  17  New  York 
Post  column  by  Ray  Kerryson. 
The  Post  writer,  long  a  vicious  and 
outspoken  enemy  of  lesbian  and 
gay  men,  expressed  alarm  that 
legal  rights  are  not  the  real  de¬ 
mand,  but  that  “special  protective 
status  granted  no  one  else”  and 
“legal,  political  and  social 
dignity”  are  what  people  who  lead 
“a  lifestyle  unacceptable  to  the 
majority”  are  after.  Humm  asked 
all  the  assembled  to  join  and  raise 
hands  to  reassure  Kerryson  and 
others  that  “we  have  nothing  up 
our  sleeves.” 

Mayor  Koch,  who  had  earlier 
claimed  a  scheduling  conflict, 
made  a  surprise  appearance  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  Intro.  2,  despite  oppo¬ 
nent’s  fears,  “will  provide  civil 
rights,”  not  “place  [an]  im¬ 
primatur  on  a  lifestyle.”  He  drew 
protests  from  the  crowd  when  he 
urged  that,  as  the  presumed  victors 
on  March  20,  lesbians  and  gay  men 
should  respond  to  our  critics  with 


150,000  Turn  Out  for 
Abortion  Rights  March 


By  Jennie  McKnight 
WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Billed 
as  the  demonstration  of  the  size 
and  political  clout  of  the  pro- 
choice  movement,  the  “National 
March  for  Women’s  Lives”  turn-  . 
ed  out  150,000  demonstrators  to 
“keep  abortion  and  birth  control 
safe  and  legal.”  This  was  four  to 
five  times  as  many  people  as  had 
gathered  at  the  most  recent  anti¬ 
abortion  rally  in  D.C.  in  January. 
On  March  ninth,  125,000  women 
from  a  range  of  political,  religious, 
labor  and  school  organizations 
from  all  over  the  country  came  to 
D.C.  for  the  east  coast  march  and 
lobby  day,  while  a  smaller  but 
resilient  group  of  20,000  to  30,000 
braved  tornado-watch  weather  in 
Los  Angeles  on  March  16.  Despite 
the  widely  divergent  experiences 
and  interests  represented  at  the 
marches,  participants  seemed 
resolved,  at  least  for  now,  to  show 


public  solidarity  on  the  issues  of 
abortion  and  birth  control. 

In  Washington,  D.C.,  the  long 
procession  marched  from  the 
Mall,  past  the  White  House,  and 
up  the  steps  of  the  Capitol,  where 
a  three-hour  rally  included 
speeches  by  pro-choice,  civil 
rights,  labor  and  gay/lesbian  ac¬ 
tivists,  as  well  as  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  and  movie  stars.  Most  of  the 
speakers  linked  the  theme  of  the 
march  to  a  variety  of  political 
issues.  For  example,  Joyce  Miller, 
of  the  Coalition  of  Labor  Union 
Women,  pointed  out  that  “loss  of 
choice”  affects  women  in  the 
labor  force  since  unwanted 


children.” 

Two  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
speakers  related  the  Right’s  attack 
on  reproductive  issues  to  its  attack 
on  and  attempt  to  have  control 
over  sexuality.  Vicki  Alexander,  a 
Black  lesbian  obstetrician/gyneco¬ 
logist  from  the  Alliance  Against 
Women’s  Oppression,  stated  that 
the  sexuality  of  Black  women  and 
Black  lesbians  is  under  attack,  and 
when  anti-choice  forces  win  bat¬ 
tles  over  funding,  Black  women 
and  women  of  color  are  hurt  the 
worst.  Tim  Mains,  of  the  National 
Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Democratic  Clubs  and  an  openly 
gay  elected  official  in  Rochester, 


AIDS  Insurance  &  Health  Bills 
Slated  for  Committee  Votes 


By  Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  Gay  and  lesbian 
activists  and  insurance  industry 
advocates  spent  last  week  lobbying 
the  State  Legislature’s  Committee 
on  Health  Care  in  a  heated  debate 
on  a  bill  that  would  prohibit  in¬ 
surers  from  giving  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  tests  to  prospective 
customers.  This  bill,  sponsored  by 
Senator  Edward  Burke  (D-Hol- 
yoke),  Representative  Sherwood 
Guernsey  (D-Williamstown)  and 
Senator  George  Backrach 
(D-Watertown),  is  one  of  Five 
AIDS-related  bills  which  came 
before  the  committee  in  a  public 
hearing  on  March  12.  Also  review¬ 
ed  were: 

•H.4590,  which  would  prohibit 
employers  from  testing  job  ap¬ 
plicants  for  the  HTLV-III  anti¬ 
body  or  antigen,  sponsored  by 
Representative  John  McDonough 
(D-Boston); 

•H.4913,  which  would  require 
blood  tests  for  hospital  and 


restaurant  employees  to  determine 
if  “such  employees  have  a  com¬ 
municable  disease,”  sponsored  by 
Representative  Andrew  Natsios 
(R-Holliston); 

•S.518,  which  would  require  “a 
test  for  AIDS  prior  to  marriage,” 
sponsored  by  Senator  Edward  Kir¬ 
by  (R-Whitman); 

•H.1842,  which  would  establish 
a  “public  information  and  educa¬ 
tion  program  regarding  AIDS”  to 
be  administered  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health,  sponsored 
by  Representative  Barbara  Gray 
(R-Framingham). 

The  employment  protection  bill 
received  a  favorable  report  from 
the  committee  while  the  pre¬ 
marital  blood  test  bill  received  an 
unfavorable  report.  Both  bills  will 
be  brought  to  the  full  legislature 
for  a  vote.  The  committee  has  not 
yet  voted  on  the  other  bills. 

Public  debate  has  largely 
centered  around  the  insurance  bill. 


Insurance  industry  representatives 
spent  the  week  before  the  hearing 
meeting  with  lesbian  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  as  well  as  the  straight  media. 

Rob  Bier,  a  representative  of  the 
American  Council  of  Life  In¬ 
surance  who  spoke  to  GCN,  sum¬ 
med  up  the  insurance  industry’s 
arguments  against  the  bill,  “The 
HTLV-III  test  can  show  a  person 
has  been  infected  with  the  virus 
and  developed  antibodies.  The  in¬ 
ference  is  pretty  clear.  [There  is  a] 
twenty  times  greater  expected  mor¬ 
tality  rate  [for  people  who  test  HTLV- 
III  positive].”  Bier  defended  the 
insurance  companies’  right  to 
weed  out  high  risk  applicants,  say¬ 
ing  “Someone  at  risk  for  heart 
disease,  who  is  middle-aged, 
overweight  [sic]  and  has  hyperten¬ 
sion  can’t  get  life  insurance.”  Bier 
added  that  problems  faced  by 
“uninsurable”  people  should  not 
fall  on  the  insurance  industry. 

Continued  on  page  10 


March  for  Women’s  Lives,  D.C.,  March  9. 


pregnancy  often  means  the  end  of 
education,  which  limits  job 
skills  and  employment  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  young  mothers. 

Several  of  the  speakers  pointed 
out  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
“pro-life”  agenda,  citing  ex¬ 
amples  of  “anti-life”  activism  in¬ 
cluding  the  domestic  and  interna¬ 
tional  policies  of  sterilization, 
population  control,  and 
militarism.  Gaye  Williams,  of  the 
National  Political  Congress  of 
Black  Women,  criticized  the 
Reagan  administration  for 
limiting  abortion  funding  and  cut¬ 
ting  programs  that  feed  Black 
children,  “while  asking  for  $100 
million  to  kill  Nicaraguan 


N.Y.,  said  that  the  right  to  control 
one’s  body  with  regard  to 
reproduction  is  the  same  as  the 
right  to  sexual  expression,  one 
which  the  government  should  not 
deny. 

Angela  Bowen,  Boston  activist 
and  member  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (NCBLG),  put  the  day’s 
events  in  a  personal  and  historical 
context,  saying  she  had  had  to 
have  an  illegal  abortion  before  the 
days  of  Roe  v.  Wade  and  that  she 
was  determined  her  12-year-old 
daughter  would  never  have  to  face 
that  situation. 

The  call  went  out  from  several 
Continued  on  page  6 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Everyone  detected  with  AIDS  should  be  tat¬ 
tooed  in  the  upper  forearm  to  protect  common-needle 
users,  and  on  the  buttocks,  to  prevent  the  victimi¬ 
zation  of  other  homosexuals. .  .  The  AIDS  tattoo  is 
designed  for  private  protection.  Our  society  is 
generally  threatened,  and  in  order  to  fight  AIDS,  we 
need  the  civil  equivalent  of  universal  military 
training.”—  William  F.  Buckley,  Jr.,  in  an  op-ed  piece  in 
the  New  York  Times,  March  18,  1986. 


Oregon  rules  for  gay  teacher 

SALEM,  OR  —  The  Oregon  Supreme  Court  has 
reversed  the  firing  of  a  Springfield,  Ore.  teacher,  who 
police  said  was  involved  in  homosexual  activities  in  a 
Eugene  adult  bookstore  in  1979,  and  has  returned  the 
case  to  the  Oregon  Fair  Dismissal  Appeals  Board  for 
further  proceedings.  This  is  the  second  decision  by 
the  Oregon  Supreme  Court  in  this  case. 

Frank  Ross,  a  tenured  teacher  and  librarian  with 
19  years  of  service  in  the  Springfield  School  District, 
was  fired  following  parental  reaction  to  alleged 
homosexual  activities  in  an  adult  bookstore.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  the  amici  curiae  brief  filed  by  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  of  the  University  of  Oregon  and  the 
Eugene  chapter  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild,  Ross 
was  observed  in  the  movie  arcade  of  a  bookstore  hav¬ 
ing  sex  with  another  man. 

The  brief  goes  on  to  say,  “Ross  was  later  sub¬ 
poenaed,  but  never  actually  called,  to  testify  about 
the  bookstore.  He  requested  the  necessary  time  off 
from  his  principal,  and  when  asked,  honestly  stated 
that  it  was  in  the  bookstore  case.  The  principal 
spread  the  word.  A  group  of  parents  mounted  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  get  Ross  fired  and  they  succeeded.”  While 
acknowledging  that  Ross’  activity  was  not  illegal,  the 
school  district  cited  a  state  law  which  allows  the  fir¬ 
ing  of  a  teacher  on  the  grounds  of  “immorality,”  “inef¬ 
ficiency,”  and  “gross  unfitness.” 

It  is  around  the  definition  of  “immorality”  that 
the  appeal  was  based.  The  other  legal  issue  con¬ 
cerned  what  part  of  the  public  can  establish  local 
standards  of  morality.  While  the  Fair  Dismissal  Ap¬ 
peals  Board  is  now  charged  with  defining  “immorali¬ 
ty,”  the  court  ruling  clearly  states  that  hostile  com¬ 
munity  reaction  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  firing  a 
tenured  teacher. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


royal  gay  mounties? 

TORONTO  —  The  Canadian  government,  in  an 
effort  to  comply  with  a  new  constitutional  Charter  of 
Rights,  has  proposed  measures  to  protect  gay  men 
and  lesbians  from  job  discrimination.  According  to 
the  Boston  Globe,  the  proposed  changes  are  contro¬ 
versial,  largely  because  gay  men  and  lesbians  would 
no  longer  be  barred  from  the  armed  forces  and  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police. 

Attorney  General  John  C.  Crosbie  presented  the 
anti-discrimination  proposal  to  the  Parliament  on 
March  4.  “The  government  believes  that  one’s  sexual 
orientation  is  irrelevant  to  whether  one  can  perform  a 
job  or  use  a  service  or  facility,”  said  Crosbie.  “Sexual 
orientation  is  not  a  ground  for  denial  of  a  security 
clearance.  Rather,  the  criteria  applied  are  loyalty  to 
Canada  and  reliability.” 

Conservative  Party  member  Alex  Kindy,  who  op¬ 
poses  the  changes,  told  reporters,  “We  are  condon¬ 
ing  a  third  sex,  somebody  who  is  not  exactly  normal. 
We  are  sending  out  a  dangerous  message.” 

—Kim  Westheimer 


audre  lorde  on  black  women  in  the 
diaspora 

WALTHAM,  MA  —  “Poetry  and  Power:  Black 
Women  in  the  Diaspora”  will  be  the  title  of  a  lecture 
by  Audre  Lorde,  Black  lesbian  feminist  poet  and 
essayist  at  Brandeis  University,  Olin-Sang  Auditorium, 
7  p.m.,  Tuesday,  March  25.  Lorde’s  lecture  is  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  a  coalition  of  Brandeis  student  groups  in¬ 
cluding  Black,  gay/lesbian  and  feminist  groups.  A  $1 
donation  will  be  requested. 

After  the  lecture,  the  Artemis  intercollegiate 
feminist  magazine  based  at  Brandeis  will  host  a  per¬ 
formance  at  Cholmonteley’s  Coffeehouse. 

Brandeis  students  are  currently  involved  in  a 
campaign  to  convince  the  University  administration 
to  divest  from  all  companies  with  holdings  in  South 
Africa.  A  three-hour  occupation  of  the  president’s  of¬ 
fice  on  March  11  followed  the  earlier  February  con¬ 
struction  on  campus  of  a  “shanty  town,”  to  date,  still 
standing. 

—Loie  Hayes 


BOSTON  —  Well-known  poet  and  photographer 
Margaret  Randall  reading  her  poetry,  March  9  at 
Mass  College  of  Art,  to  benefit  her  fight  against 
deportation  from  the  U.S.  The  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  has  denied  Randall  citizen¬ 
ship  because  of  her  vocal  criticism  of  U.S.  policy  in 
Central  America.  (See  GCN,  Vol.13,  No.31)  Randall 
had  earlier  relinquished  her  U.S.  citizenship  because 
she  believed  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  be 
employed  in  Mexico. 

Also  featured  at  the  benefit  were  Crowsfeet 
Dance  Collective,  Flor  de  Cana,  and  lawyer  Margaret 
Burnham,  who  stressed  the  importance  of  continued 
access  to  Randall’s  firsthand  accounts  of  struggles 
in  other  countries  and  the  need  to  challenge  the 
growing  political  repression  in  this  country. 

—  Susan  Bernstein 


lesbian/gay  task  force  to  elect  mel  king 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  lesbian/gay  task  force  is 
forming  to  elect  Mel  King  to  Congress  from  the  Eighth 
District.  The  task  force  is  looking  for  supporters, 
volunteers,  contributors,  and  endorsements.  The  task 
force  will  be  working  to  bring  out  the  gay/lesbian  vote 
for  Mel  and  working  with  the  overall  campaign  on  les¬ 
bian/gay  concerns.  The  next  meeting  of  the  task  force 
will  be  Tuesday,  April  1  at  7:30  p.m.  and  will  take  place 
at  the  Mel  King  headquarters,  8  Essex  Street  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Square,  Cambridge.  For  further  information,  call 
Peg  Lorenz  at  (617)  864-5464. 

— Craig  Jackson 


gay  porn  theater’s  license  revoked 

BOSTON  —  The  operating  license  for  the  Pan 
American  Theatre,  formerly  the  North  Station 
Cinema,  was  revoked  by  Boston  Licensing  Commis¬ 
sioner,  Diane  J.  Modica,  on  March  1. 

Modica  stated  the  decision  was  based  on  the  gay 
porn  theater’s  noncompliance  with  Boston  zoning 
code.  The  code  prohibits  the  use  of  an  “adult  admis¬ 
sion  policy”  outside  of  the  Combat  Zone,  the  only 
neighborhood  in  Boston  where  porn  theaters  are 
legal. 

“We  were  not  about  to  go  in  the  Combat  Zone,”  a 
representative  of  the  club  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous  told  GCN.  Alluding  to  city  efforts  to 
eliminate  the  Combat  Zone  in  Boston,  he  added,  “The 
Combat  Zone’s  not  going  to  be  around  much  longer 
anyway.” 

The  theater  has  remained  in  business  by  becom¬ 
ing  a  private  video  club  called  the  Boston  Friends 
Social  Club,  Inc.  Club  members  must  pay  a  fee  to  use 
the  club’s  facilities.  The  club  representative  would 
not  reveal  the  cost  of  club  dues. 

The  club  could  have  appealed  the  board’s  deci¬ 
sion,  but  determined  that  it  would  be  too  costly  to  do 
so. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


a  bloody  situation 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  American  Psychiatric 
Association  (APA)  at  a  meeting  here  in  September 
1985  attempted  to  define  premenstrual  tension  as  a 
psychiatric  disorder. 

According  to  off  our  backs,  the  APA  proposed 
that  Premenstrual  Dysphoric  Disorder  is  diagnosable 
if  a  woman  experiences  four  of  the  following  in  the 
week  before  her  period:  noticeable  change  in  amount 
of  sexual  activity,  persistent  irritability  or  anger,  in¬ 
somnia,  extreme  tension,  depression,  marked 
fatigue,  change  in  appetite  and  difficulty  concen¬ 
trating. 

The  Women’s  Committee  of  the  APA  succeeded 
in  temporarily  blocking  the  proposal. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


hill  released 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Political  activist  Carol  Hill, 
who  has  been  in  prison  for  the  last  six  months  for 
refusing  to  testify  before  a  grand  jury,  was  freed  on 
March  17. 

Sojourner  reported  that  federal  prosecutors 
claimed  Hill  had  contacts  with  people  involved  in  an 
anti-apartheid  group  that  allegedly  bombed  com¬ 
panies  with  holdings  in  South  Africa.  Last  July,  Hill 
was  asked  by  a  grand  jury  if  she  knew  certain  people 
who  lived  in  Riverside,  her  Cambridge  neighborhood. 
She  was  found  in  civil  contempt  of  court  for  refusing 
to  answer,  and  was  sentenced  to  prison. 

Jill  Elijah,  the  attorney  representing  Hill,  noted 
that  grand  juries  are  secret  panels  empowered  to 
judge  whether  preliminary  evidence  warrants  a  full 
trial,  are  often  used  as  a  tool  to  undermine  left-wing 
political  activities.  “They’ve  been  coming  after  peo¬ 
ple  involved  in  the  Black  Liberation  movement,  the 
Puerto  Rican  Independence  Movement...  [Grand 
juries  are  starting  to  be  used,  especially  in  the 
Southwest,  against  people  giving  sanctuary  to  Cen¬ 
tral  Americans.” 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  Hill  was  released 
because  U.S.  District  Judge  David  Mazone  decided 
that  there  was  “no  reasonable  likelihood  that  further 
confinement  would  coerce  compliance  [to  the  grand 
jury  investigation.] 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


- - - - news  notes  compiled  by  kim  westheimer 

Activists  Charge  PBS  AIDS  Show  “Unethical” 


By  Bruce  Michael  Gelbert 

NEW  YORK,  BOSTON  —  The 
Public  Broadcasting  Service  (PBS) 
plans  a  nationwide  airing  of  a  two- 
hour  presentation  entitled  “AIDS: 
A  National  Inquiry”  on  its 
“ Frontline ”  program,  Tuesday, 
March  25  (10  p.m.  to  midnight 
EST),  which  originates  from 
Boston’s  WGBH.  Members  of  the 
New  York  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  (GMHC)  and  Boston’s 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC) 
have  raised  strong  objections  to  a 
35-minute  “case  study”  scheduled 
as  part  of  the  show.  This  short  film 
documents  activities  of  an  alleged 
hustler  alleged  to  have  continued 
having  sex  with  clients  in  Houston, 
Texas  after  a  diagnosis  of  AIDS. 

GMHC  Educational  Director  Ray¬ 
mond  Jacobs  charged  that  the  film 
is  “irresponsible,  unethical  jour¬ 
nalism,”  damaging  and  inflam¬ 
matory  to  “gays.  Blacks  and  peo¬ 


ple  with  AIDS,”  and  said  GMHC 
is  calling  for  its  withdrawal  from 
the  schedule.  The  film,  Jacobs 
said,  was  made  by  Ben  Loderman, 
who  had  approached  GMHC 
several  months  ago  for  suggestions 
of  people  with  AIDS  whose  stories 
could  be  documented.  Loderman 
was  “not  interested”  in  the  people 
proposed  by  GMHC,  Jacobs  con¬ 
tinued,  and  against  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  advice,  proceeded  to  follow 
Fabian  Bridges,  a  Black  gay  man 
with  AIDS,  now  deceased,  paying 
him  $15  a  day.  Jacobs  also  said 
that  Bridges  was  clearly  impaired 
mentally  as  a  result  of  his  par¬ 
ticular  case  of  AIDS  and  in  failing 
health,  but  Loderman  and  his 
team  did  not  direct  him  to  any 
AIDS  organization  for  assistance. 

Larry  Kessler,  director  of 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  said  the  show  is  “not  only  a 


disservice  to  people  with  AIDS, 
but  a  black  eye  on  Channel  2  [the 
local  PBS  affiliate]  and  educa¬ 
tional  T.V.,”  and  said  the  presen¬ 
tation  “should  be  deep  sixed.” 
Kessler  said  that  the  show’s  pro¬ 
ducers  had  contacted  AAC  as  well 
for  suggestions. 

Bridges’  case  came  to  national 
attention  in  January  when  the 
Texas  Legislature  held  hearings 
concerning  a  proposed  measure 
permitting  quarantine  of  people 
with  AIDS  perceived  as  dangerous 
to  public  health.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
13,  No. 26  &  28. 

At  a  mass  rally  in  support  of 
New  York  City  Council’s  gay  and 
lesbian  rights  bill  on  March  18, 
Jacobs  urged  the  assembled  to 
telephone  WNET,  channel  13,  New 
York’s  PBS  station,  to  protest  the 
scheduling  of  the  film  and  demand 
that  it  not  be  aired.  He  further  call¬ 


ed  for  activist  organizations  to 
plan  a  demonstration  against 
channel  13  on  March  25.  If  the 
film  is  shown,  GMHC  is  asking 
lesbians  and  gay  men  not  to  contri¬ 
bute  funds  to  WNET  in  protest. 

Kessler  predicted  that  there 
“will  be  a  backlash  from  the  au¬ 
dience,”  and  added  that  the  show 
is  “not  what  we  need  at  a  time 
when  we  have  right-wing  forces 
looking  for  an  excuse  to  attack 
us.”  He  said  both  public  pressure 
and  station  sponsor  pressure  are 
necessary  to  have  the  show  cancell¬ 
ed. 

Paul  Boneberg,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Mobilization  Against 
AIDS,  told  GCN  the  San  Francisco 
Community  Partnership  on  AIDS 
has  taken  a  preliminary  vote  call¬ 
ing  for  a  community  wide 
withdrawal  of  financial  support 
for  a  local  PBS  affiliate  should  it 


air  the  program.  If  passed  a  second 
time,  that  withdrawal  would  in¬ 
clude  the  breaking  of  monetary 
pledges  made  to  the  sta¬ 
tion.  Boneberg  said  that  “nothing 
could  undo  the  damage  that  this 
program  would  inflict.  No  other 
programming  could  ‘balance’  it.” 

According  to  Johanna  Baker  at 
WGBH’s  New  York  City  office, 
the  case  study  was  co-produced  by 
Frontline  and  WCCO-TV  in  Min¬ 
neapolis.  The  film  will  be  followed 
by  a  live  panel  discussion  from 
Washington,  D.C.,  with  hook-ins 
from  Denver,  Houston  and  San 
Francisco,  according  to  Frontline 
production  coordinator  Kelly 
Palmerone.  Activists  noted  that 
relatively  few  gay  men  and  lesbians 
are  among  the  panel  while  conser¬ 
vatives  and  hostile  elements  are 
well-represented. 
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Prostitutes  Taking  the  Heat  for  Het  AIDS 


By  Anne  Phibbs 

Prostitutes,  in  particular  female  prostitutes,  are  quickly 
becoming  the  group  most  blamed  for  the  spread  of  AIDS  in¬ 
to  the  heterosexual  population  of  the  U.S.  More  and  more 
often  prostitutes  are  mentioned,  by  the  press  and  by  re¬ 
searchers,  as  a  possible  risk  group  for  the  AIDS  virus  and  as 
possible  transmitters  of  the  virus  to  straight  men,  and, 
through  these  men,  to  straight  women.  Media  accounts 
about  individual  prostitutes  with  AIDS  have  only  added  fuel 
to  this  fire  of  fear  and  blame.  - 

In  1983  in  Connecticut,  for  example,  the  State  Legisla¬ 
ture  responded  to  publicity  about  a  female  prostitute  who 
allegedly  had  AIDS  by  passing  a  bill  to  give  local  boards  of 
health  the  authority  to  confine  a  person  with  AIDS  who 
poses  “a  substantial  threat  to  public  health.”  In  Delray 
Beach,  Fla.,  Lydia  Munoz,  having  been  diagnosed  with 
AIDS  and  charged  with  prostitution,  was  put  under  house 
arrest  and  has  been  forced  to  wear  an  electronic  beeper 
which  goes  off  if  she  moves  more  than  two  hundred  feet 
from  her  home.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  24). 


And  in  Houston,  Texas,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Texas 
Department  of  Health  proposed  the  addition  of  AIDS  to  the 
list  of  diseases  subject  to  quarantine  by  the  state.  His  plan, 
which  would  have  made  possible  the  quarantining  of  an  “in¬ 
corrigible”  person  with  AIDS,  was  apparently  spurred  by 
health  authorities’  knowledge  of  Fabian  Bridges.  Bridges 
had  come  to  Houston  from  Ohio,  where  he  had  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS,  and  was  suspected  of  being  a  pro¬ 
stitute.  Because  the  physician  who  diagnosed  Bridges  in¬ 
formed  the  Houston  City  Health  Department  that  he 
thought  Bridges  would  continue  to  be  sexually  active, 
Bridges  was  kept  under  police  surveillance  until  he  was  pick¬ 
ed  up  on  a  misdemeanor  charge.  He  died  of  AIDS  in  a  state 
mental  hospital  approximately  one  month  later.  The  pro¬ 
posal  for  adding  AIDS  to  the  list  of  diseases  subject  to 
quarantine  was  later  withdrawn  from  consideration  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Texas  Department  of  Health.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  26  and  Vol.  13,  No.  28). 

The  “public,”  as  reported  in  the  media  and  told  to  us 
by  researchers,  is  concerned  not  with  prostitutes  getting 
AIDS  but  with  prostitutes  giving  AIDS  to  their  male, 
heterosexual  often  middle-class  customers  —  a  “concern” 
not  without  historical  parallels.  According  to  Allan  M. 
Brandt  in  his  book  No  Magic  Bullet:  A  Social  History  of 
Venereal  Disease  in  the  United  States  Since  1880,  (Oxford 
U.  Press,  1985),  prostitutes  were  rounded  up  between  1918 
and  1920,  supposedly  in  order  to  keep  U.S.  troops  safe  from 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea.  Congress  authorized  a  “civilian 
quarantine  and  isolation  fund”  for  this  purpose,  eventually 
committing  to  prison  hospitals  over  18,000  women  either  in¬ 
fected  with  venereal  diseases  or  thought  likely  to  become  in¬ 
fected. 

As  one  might  suspect,  no  johns  were  rounded  up  and 
imprisoned  in  1918,  just  as  no  one  today  is  suggesting  that 
prostitutes’  customers  are  actually  spreading  AIDS  as  much 
as  prostitutes.  Blaming  prostitutes  for  transmitting  AIDS 
into  the  “general  population”  has  even  surfaced  in  the  gay 
press.  An  article  in  the  Dec. 18,  1985  issue  of  the  weekly 
news,  a  gay  publication  from  Miami,  Fla.,  by  Joseph  Mc- 
Quay,  was  titled  "Prostitutes  Aren’t  Changing,  But  Johns 
Are  Starting  To  Think  Twice.”  In  it,  McQuay  quotes  Daniel 
Little,  R.N.,  who  counsels  prostitutes  through  a  Dade 
County  program.  Little,  describing  some  prostitutes  as 
slaves  whose  pimps  hook  them  first  on  drugs  and  then  on  the 
sex  necessary  to  get  the  drugs,  states,  “But  those  slaves  are 
passing  the  [AIDS]  virus  on  to  your  husbands,  your  brothers 
and  your  boyfriends  who  bring  it  home  to  you.  And  that’s 
not  fair.  ’  ’  Although  Little  goes  on  to  say  that  he  believes  the 
best  defense  is  education  that  will  help  prostitutes  protect 
themselves  and  the  general  population,  the  implication  of 
his  earlier  statement  is  clear:  prostitutes,  no  matter  where 
they  may  have  contracted  AIDS,  are  responsible  for  its 
transmission. 

Studies,  Testing,  and  the  Threat  of  Quarantine 

The  Centers  for  Disease  Control’s  (CDC)  Morbidity 
and  Mortality  Weekly  Report  (MMWR)  of  December  6, 
1985,  lists  the  categories  of  women  considered  most  at  risk 
for  AIDS.  These  include:  “women  who  have  used  drugs  in¬ 
travenously  for  nonmedical  purposes;  women  who  were 


bom  in  countries  where  heterosexual  transmission  is  thought 
to  play  a  major  role;  women  who  have  engaged  in  prostitu¬ 
tion;  and  women  who  are  or  have  been  sex  partners  of  men 
who ...  are  bisexual,  have  hemophilia,”  belong  to  high  risk 
groups  and/or  show  signs  of  HTLV-III  infection.  This 
definition  of  women  most  at  risk  for  AIDS  is  misleading. 
First,  very  few  studies  have  been  undertaken  on  prostitutes 
and  AIDS.  In  fact,  William  D arrow,  research  sociologist  for 
the  CDC,  told  GCN  that  the  CDC  has  not  yet  published  any 
data  on  prostitutes  and  AIDS.  Priscilla  Alexander,  Educa¬ 
tion  Coordinator  for  Call  Off  Your  Old  Tired  Ethics 
(COYOTE),  the  San  Francisco-based  prostitutes’  rights 
organization,  knows  of  just  eight  studies  on  prostitutes  and 
AIDS  in  the  U.S.  and  said  there  are  three  to  four  more  in 
Central  Africa. 

Apart  from  the  lack  of  information  about  prostitutes 
and  AIDS  transmission,  Alexander’s  examination  of  these 


eight  U.S.  studies  uncovers  further  holes  in  the  CDC’s  asser¬ 
tion  that  prostitutes  are  among  those  most  at  risk  for  con¬ 
tracting  AIDS.  Finding  a  significant  difference  in 
seropositivity  rates  between  prostitutes  on  the  east  coast  and 
those  on  the  west  coast,  Alexander  states  that,  “The  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  east  and  west  coasts  appears  to  be 
directly  related  to  the  different  antibody  prevalence  in  the 
IV  user  population.”  Alexander  further  explains  that  since 
in  New  York  City  an  estimated  40  to  50  percent  of  IV  drug 
users  are  seropositive,  while  in  San  Fransico  only  about  10 
percent  are,  and  since  in  the  U.S.  some  prostitutes,  par¬ 
ticularly  street  prostitutes,  are  IV  drug  users,  the  high  per¬ 
centage  of  seropositivity  among  prostitutes  in  eastern  cities 
like  New  York  and  Miami  is  explained  more  by  their  IV  drug 
use  than  by  their  prostitution. 

Alexander  is  not  the  only  prostitutes’  rights  advocate  to 
feel  wary  of  the  trend  toward  viewing  prostitutes  as  a  high 
risk  group.  Arlene  Carmen,  Program  Associate  at  the  Jud- 
son  Memorial  Church  (United  Church  of  Christ  and 


American  Baptist)  in  New  York  City  and  co-author,  along 
with  Howard  Moody,  of  Working  Women,  The  Subterra¬ 
nean  World  of  Street  Prostitution  (Harper  and  Row,  1985), 
has  been  working  in  the  church’s  ministry  to  street  prosti¬ 
tutes  for  over  eight  years.  She  told  GCN,  “The  same  thing 
will  happen  to  prostitutes  that  has  happened  to  gay  men,  in 
that  prostitutes  with  AIDS  who  are  also  IV  drug  users  will  be 
put  into  the  “sexual”  category  [as  opposed  to  the  IV  drug 
user  category]  and  will  be  stigmatized  as  deviant.”  Carmen 
also  noted  that,  “It’s  [categorizing  prostitutes  as  a  risk 
group]  got  the  potential  to  create  the  same  stigma  that 
homosexuals  faced  when  they  were  realized  as  a  risk 
group.” 


But  even  more  important  to  most  prostitutes  than  being 
labeled  a  risk  group  for  AIDS  is  the  steadily  growing  percep¬ 
tion  that  prostitutes  are  transmitting  AIDS  to  the  general 
population  via  heterosexual  male  customers.  Carolyn 
Kessler  (not  her  real  name),  a  working  prostitute  and 
member  of  the  Prostitutes  Union  of  Massachusetts,  PUMA, 
an  organization  of  feminist  prostitutes  and  ex-prostitutes 


which  provides  support  groups  and  housing  for  battered 
prostitutes,  told  GCN  “The  public/media  fear  is  really 
outrageous.  They’re  [the  public]  afraid  the  streetwalkers 
will  give  it  [AIDS]  to  white,  middle-America  men  who  will 
spread  it  to  the  mothers  of  their  children,  and  then  it  will  get 
into  middle-America.”  Priscilla  Alexander  asserts  there  is 
no  known  evidence  that  prostitutes  have  transmitted  AIDS 
to  their  male  customers.  She  states,  “If  infected  female  pro¬ 
stitutes  were  transmitting  the  virus  to  their  male  customers, 
by  this  time  we  would  already  have  seen  a  sharp  increase  in 
the  number  of  heterosexual  men  with  AIDS.” 

There  are  a  number  of  reasons  why  many  prostitutes 
and  prostitute  advocacy  groups  feel  transmission  of  the 
AIDS  virus  from  female  prostitutes  to  male  customers  is  un¬ 
likely  to  occur.  First  and  foremost  is  many  prostitutes’  prac¬ 
tice  of  “safer”  sex  and  their  widespread  use  of  condoms. 
Secondly,  recent  theories  about  AIDS  transmission  suggest 
that  the  number  of  sexual  partners  a  person  has  is  not 
necessarily  more  important  in  transmission  of  AIDS  than 
the  type  of  sexual  activity  engaged  in.  A  third  reason  is  that 
transmission  of  the  virus  appears  to  occur  far  more  fre¬ 
quently  from  male  to  female  than  from  female  to  male.  To 
date,  it  remains  unclear  how  a  woman  could  pass  the  HTLV- 
III  virus  in  her  body  fluids  into  a  man’s  blood  stream. 

Up  until  approximately  one  week  ago  this  was  almost  a 


moot  point  because  the  HTLV-III  virus  had  not  been  found 
in  women’s  genital  secretions  and  because  saliva  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  a  source  of  transmission.  But  on  March  7,  doctors  in 
California  and  Massachusetts  announced  the  isolation  of 
the  virus  in  genital  secretions.  The  researchers  from  the 
University  of  California  at  San  Francisco  were  particularly 
cautious  about  their  findings,  stating  that  only  small 
amounts  of  the  virus  were  present  in  vaginal  fluid  and  that  it 
is  still  not  easily  passed  from  women  to  men. 

Despite  the  lack  of  concrete  evidence  of  prostitutes 
transmitting  AIDS,  or  perhaps  because  of  this  lack,  the 
CDC  is  currently  undertaking  a  major  study  of  prostitutes 
and  AIDS.  When  asked  why  the  CDC  was  undertaking  such 
a  study,  William  Darrow  replied,  “We  are  studying  prosti¬ 
tutes  becaur .  (  e  general  public  is  concerned  about  trans¬ 
mission  from  i  ost  ites  to  heterosexual  men.”  Known  of¬ 
ficially  as  “£p  ie.aiologic  Studies  of  HTLV-III  Infections 


in  Selected  Women  in  the  U.S.,”  this  study  is  made  up  of  six 
institutions  conducting  studies  in  nine  cities. 

While  Darrow  told  GCN  the  CDC’s  study  had  the  sup¬ 
port  of  both  COYOTE  and  another  prostitutes’  organiza¬ 
tion,  Hooking  Is  Real  Employment,  HIRE,  in  Atlanta,  the 
study  is  controversial  and  troublesome  to  some  prostitutes 
in  two  ways.  First,  Priscilla  Alexander  told  GCN  she  would 
rather  see  a  study  done  on  women  and  AIDS  rather  than 
prostitutes  and  AIDS  because  “I  don’t  want  prostitutes 
scapegoated.”  She  said  a  study  of  women  could  well  prove 
that  the  rate  of  prostitutes  with  AIDS  is  not  higher  than  that 
of  all  women  with  AIDS.  Alexander  added  that  when  re¬ 
searchers  study  women  they  are  concerned  with  how  women 
get  AIDS,  but  when  they  study  prostitutes  researchers  are 
concerned  with  how  prostitutes  can  give  AIDS  to  heterosex¬ 
ual  men.  Arlene  Carmen  of  Judson  Memorial  Church  reiter¬ 
ated  this  point,  saying  that  her  program  decided  against  co¬ 
operating  with  the  CDC  study  because  they  felt  the  lack  of 
scheduled  follow-up  of  the  women  in  the  study  demon¬ 
strated  the  researchers’  over-riding  concern  with  transmis¬ 
sion  and  not  with  the  women  themselves. 

The  second  problem  with  the  CDC’s  prostitute  study 
concerns  that  part  of  the  study  in  Miami  and  Los  Angeles, 
where,  according  to  Darrow,  prostitutes  in  jail  will  be 
studied.  Darrow  claims  the  use  of  these  incarcerated  women 
is  completely  voluntary  and  that  complete  anonymity  is 
assured.  But  Priscilla  Alexander  of  COYOTE  refused  to 
work  with  the  Los  Angeles  study  because,  as  Alexander 
said,  women  in  prison  can  have  very  little  free  choice  about 
participation  in  the  study. 

The  threat  that  perhaps  looms  largest  in  the  minds  of 
many  prostitutes  today,  much  as  it  must  have  almost  70 
years  ago,  is  that  of  quarantine.  Carolyn  Kessler  told  GCN, 
“Whenever  prostitutes  get  it  [an  illness,  like  AIDS],  that’s 
when  they  start  talking  about  quarantine.”  Dolores  French, 
president  of  HIRE  and  a  working  prostitute,  said  that  possi¬ 
ble  quarantine  and  force-testing  of  prostitutes  for  the 


HTLV-III  virus  were  major  concerns,  adding,  “People  talk 
more  about  force-testing  prostitutes  than  any  other  group  of 
people.” 

In  addition,  for  French,  the  AIDS  scare  and  threat  of 
quarantine  bring  the  government  one  step  closer  toward 
control  of  prostitution,  as  is  already  the  case  in  parts  of  rural 
Nevada.  Under  the  guise  of  “protecting  the  public,”  French 


said  the  government  could  begin  controlling  prostitutes  with 
AIDS  through  quarantine  and  forced  testing,  and  then 
move  to  controlling  the  lives  of  prostitutes  without  AIDS. 
Priscilla  Alexander  notes  that  for  months  now  prostitutes  in 
Seattle,  Washington,  have  been  forcibly  tested  for  HTLV-III 
anti-bodies  upon  their  arrest.  Prostitute  groups  like  HIRE, 
PUMA,  and  COYOTE  all  support  the  decriminalization  as 
opposed  to  the  legalization  of  prostitution.  For  them  the 
“protection”  and  “legitimacy”  of  the  government  only 
means  less  control  over  their  lives. 


Safe  Sex,  Condoms,  and  the  Police 

One  way  that  prostitutes  are  taking  control  of  their  lives 
in  the  face  of  AIDS  is  by  engaging  in  safer  sex  practices  and 
using  condoms  as  much  as  possible.  Carolyn  Kessler  told 
GCN  that  while  currently  “a  lot  of  prostitutes  are  afraid  of 
AIDS”  they  “almost  always  used  condoms  anyway.”  Cer¬ 
tainly  some,  if  not  much,  of  the  current  “public  concern” 
about  prostitutes  spreading  AIDS  stems  from  ancient  un¬ 
truths  that  prostitutes  are  unclean,  the  carriers  of  numerous 
sexually  transmitted  diseases,  and  are  people  who  do  not 
care  about  themselves  or  their  customers.  William  Darrow 
told  GCN  “If  the  disease  [AIDS]  is  sexually  transmitted, 
then  prostitutes  will  get  it,  won’t  they?”  Not  according  to 
Dolores  French,  who  says  that  even  “women  who  have 
never  used  condoms  before  are  learning  how . . . ,”  or  Arlene 
Carmen,  who  told  GCN  “It’s  the  business  of  a  prostitute  to 
protect  herself.”  Priscilla  Alexander  also  mentions  that  not 
only  are  women  buying  40  percent  of  condoms  now,  but 
much  of  the  more  common  sexual  activities  for  which  a  pro¬ 
stitute  is  paid,  namely  hand-jobs  and  blow-jobs,  are  con¬ 
sidered  relatively  “safe.” 

This  is  not  to  say  all  prostitutes  practice  safe  sex  or  use 
condoms.  Many  women  literally  cannot  afford  to  demand 
safe  sex  from  unwilling  customers  and  some  women  are 
unaware  of  the  use  of  condoms.  Still,  prostitute  groups 
argue  that  the  answer  is  not  forced  testing,  stigmatization  or 
quarantine,  but  education  —  and  not  only  for  prostitutes 
but  via  prostitutes.  COYOTE’S  Policy  on  AIDS,  as 
developed  at  their  1985  convention,  reads  in  part,  “We  be¬ 
lieve  that  prostitutes,  because  of  their  varied  sexual  ex¬ 
perience,  would  make  excellent  educators  in  programs  to 
help  people  reorient  their  sexual  practices  to  conform  to  the 
safe  sex  guidelines.” 

Continued  on  page  6 


HTL  V-III  positivity  among  prostitutes  is  explained 
more  by  their  IV  drug  use  than  by  their  prostitution . 


Police  routinely  use  condoms  found  on  women  as 
evidence  in  prostitution  trials. 


The  government  could  begin  controlling  prostitutes 
with  AIDS  through  quarantine  and  forced  testing, 
then  move  to  control  the  lives  of  prostitutes 

without  AIDS. 


“IPs  the  business  of  a  prostitute  to  protect  herself.  ” 
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Community  Voices 


an  angel  with  a 
black  halo 

Dear  Mike, 

The  galleries  are  full  of  critics  where  I  come 
from.  They  play  no  ball.  They  fight  no  fight. 
They  make  no  real  mistakes  because  they  attempt 
nothing.  Down  in  the  arena  are  the  (few)  doers. 

When  1  was  a  child  I  had  never  killed  a  man.  I 
was  a  manipulator,  not  a  killer,  and  when  1  came 
up  against  a  good  one  (manipulator)  I  always 
found  myself  in  awe.  I  fought  and  struggled  my 
way  through  the  arena  and  I  want  one  thing 
understood,  even  if  it’s  just  between  us. 

I’m  not  a  totally  moral  person.  Indeed,  society 
has  made  me  (to  survive)  slightly  amoral.  It  is 
their  way.  I  have  done  many  things  that  would  be 
abhorrent  to  many  “normal”  people  (who  have 
the  luxury  to  ‘abhor’). 

When  I  say  this  it  is  only  for  a  new  life  I  want.  I 
do  not  desire  to  camoflage  the  past.  I  just  want  to 
feel  human  again,  so  I  don’t  have  to  be  a  coldly 
calculating  machine.  Do  you  understand? 

I’m  writing  this  to  remember  a  person,  now 
“deceased,”  a  beautiful  creature.  In  a  way 
his/her  past  was  just  like  mine,  we  both  trying  to 
escape  our  own  past.  I  must  laugh  because  as 
much  as  she  sweared  to  change,  til  the  day  of  her 
own  “suicide”  (I  must  stop  using  that  lie;  it  was 
not  suicide,  she  was  killed)  Sheila  hadn’t  changed 
a  bit.  Under  all  her  beauty  and  sexual  bantering, 
there  was  a  woman  without  a  shred  of  morality. 

Stephan  Gracen,  alias  Sheila  Grace,  the  gypsy 
boy.  He  was  a  stately  female/male  type  with  a 
ripe  Junoesque  figure.  He  had  full,  lusty  natural¬ 
ly  red  lips  and  dark  burning  eyes,  and  a  small 
saucy  nose.  His  hair  was  silky  blue-black,  which 
he  artistically  and  expertly  arranged  everyday  in 
the  form  of  a  crown,  and  when  he  let  it  fall  down 
it  created  the  impression  of  an  angel  with  a  black 
halo  and  deep  dark  wings. 

When  Sheila  came  she  brought  the  stairway  to 
heaven,  like  an  essential  fragment  of  me,  which  I 
would  call  “worthiness.”  Without  worthiness  I 
was  unable  to  focus  on  my  ability  to  feel  trust. 

And  at  the  end,  I  didn’t  trust  my  ability  to  feel 
the  right  concern  for  the  “deceased.”  She  seemed 
like  just  a  motionless  body  to  me  then.  I  took  out 
my  memo  pad,  which  I  call  “daily  perceptions,” 
and  wrote,  ‘Sheila,  why  did  you  play  on  emotions 
that  were  not  rooted  in  your  heart.  I  asked  you  to 
observe  more  where  you  were  walking,  to  learn 
more.  Why  did  you  keep  walking  over  where  you 
had  been  before?  Then  I  tore  it  off  and  slipped  it 
into  her  motionless  hand  and  closed  it. 

Tony  M.A  Haywood,  175334 
Marquette,  MI 


what  makes  us 
different? 

Dear  GCN, 

Yes,  to  say  at  the  very  least,  I  was  extremely 
shocked  when  upon  receiving  my  February  8  edi¬ 
tion  of  GCN  I  read  an  announcement  in  the 
“Prisoners  Seeking  Friends”  section  urging  me  to 
“protest  the  indifference  of  ‘gay’  groups.”  It 
warned  not  to  expect  immediate  results,  and  that 
my  equally  (?)  affected  gay  brothers  and  sisters, 
affected  by  the  struggles  against  social  oppression 
being  waged  on  all  of  us,  would  need  “some  time 
and  effort  to  educate”! 

I  experienced  much  pain  in  the  next  few  days  as 
I  contemplated  this,  which  1  had  not  exactly 
thought  about  before.  I  asked  what  makes  us 
(gays  and  lesbians)  in  our  separation,  indif¬ 
ference,  prejudice,  ignorance  and  bickering 
amoungst  ourselves,  any  different  from  the  so- 
called  “straight”  ignorant  masses  of  society? 
How  many  gays  and  lesbians  feel  that  pre-  and 
post-op  transsexuals  are  “fakes”  or  a  “rape  of 
womanhood”?  Or  feel  bisexuality  is  a 
“cop-out”? 

Well,  let  me  tell  you  there  at  NGTF  and  the 
“gay”  defense  groups  that  won’t  touch  the  gay 
and  lesbian  prisoners  (no  money,  no  prestige,  no 
what?):  as  an  effeminate  gay  person,  an  ef¬ 
feminate  “corrected” gay  person,  where  do  I  turn 
now  for  “community”  and  emotional  support, 
and  medical,  and  mental? 

I’m  reminded  of  this  from  a  Brandeis  opinion 
years  ago:  “Experience  should  teach  us  to  be 
most  on  our  guard  to  protect  liberty  when  the 
purposes  are  beneficial.  Men  [and  women, 
regardless  of  race,  creed,  or  sexual  orientation] 
born  to  freedom  are  naturally  alert  to  repel  inva¬ 
sions  of  their  liberty  by  obviously  evil-minded 
rulers.  The  greater  damages  to  liberty  lurk  in  in¬ 
sidious  encroachment  by  people  of  zeal,  well- 
meaning  but  without  understanding.” 

And  by  indifference. 

Right  now  I  desperately  need  some  legal 
assistance.  I  sound  bitter,  but  I  have  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  handling  the  stupidity,  hypocrisy  and 
bigotry  in  here.  If  there  is  someone  who  could  of¬ 
fer  legal  aid  out  there,  I  would  appreciate  it. 
Thank  you, 

Keith  Tyler 

Box  149  — 81A  3981 

Attica,  NY  14011 


Make  use  of  our  community  business 
guide  on  the  back  cover 
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leave  my 
name  alone 


Dear  GCN: 

I  appreciate  GCA’ s  choice  to  print  the  letter 
from  James  Gibbons  in  the  February  8, 1986  issue 
and  feel  I  must  respond  immediately  and  explici- 
ty- 

My  idea  of  any  “Liberation  Movement”  in¬ 
cludes  the  eradication  of  artificial,  unwanted  and 
“assigned”  boundaries  that  cause  the  members 
of  any  diverse  group  to  feel  less  than  who  they 
truly  are.  It  distresses  me  to  read  that  a  man  seem¬ 
ingly  interested  in  freedom  feels  it  must  be 
WOMEN  who  must  make  a  change  in  order  for 
him  and  others  like  him  to  feel  more  comfortable 
with  his  EXCLUSION  in  the  word  “Lesbian.”  I 
fail  to  see  the  logic  in  THIS.  “Lesbian”  is  highly 
appropriate  for  WOMEN.  Perhaps  a  better  solu¬ 
tion  would  be  to  eliminate  all  distinctions  of  sex, 
race  and  age  among  people  by  simply  using  the 
word  “person.”  What  better  way  to  be  neutered 
and  nameless  and  thus  initiate  his  sense  of 
“unity?”  Any  Movement  that  requires  my  losing 
even  a  hint  of  who  I  am  is  dangerous  to  me  and  is 
to  be  avoided.  I  am  extremely  proud  of  naming 
myself  Lesbian  and  will  go  into  NO  ONE’S  closet 
for  ANY  reason  and  I  must  disclaim  anyone  who 
states  my  name  is  “sexist”  and  “an  extremely  un- 
desirous  linguistic  custom.”  Sexism  is  obviously 
rampant  in  such  an  implication. 

Instead  of  trying  to  put  everyone  in  a  brown 
paper  bag  in  order  to  gain  “co-existence,” 
perhaps  the  bag  torn  open  will  be  a  better  vehicle 
for  all  the  wondrous  and  rich  diversity  of  our 
lives.  It  takes  incredibly  hard  work  to  learn  about 
someone  else.  James  Gibbons  cannot  blame  the 
limitations  of  our  langugage  for  the  lack  of 
tolerance,  understanding  and  respect  in  our  com¬ 
munity.  He  cannot  corral  people  and  brand  each 
“either-or”  for  his  convenience.  There  are  many 
people  NOT  so  thoughtful  or  educated  who  are 


doing  one  hell  of  a  job  of  that  already.  Let  us  not 
take  anything  away  from  ourselves,  take  one  step 
back  in  order  to  advance. 

I  suggest  James  Gibbons  uses  his  energies  to 
find  another  name  for  gay /homosexual  men  and 
leave  my  name  alone! 

Terri  L.  Jewell 
Lansing,  MI 

get  off  your 
barstools 

Dear  GCN, 

Even  the  newspapers  down  here,  which  don’t 
exactly  go  looking  for  prisoner  news,  are  full  of 
reports  of  beatings  of  gays,  lesbians  and  transper¬ 
sons,  for  not  submitting  to  their  twisted  forms  of 
sexual  harassment.  They  are  locking  up  young 
people  with  older,  harder  types.  And  Arkansas  is 
not  the  only  state  where  this  happens. 

It’s  time  that  gays,  lesbians,  and  transpersons 
get  off  their  barstools,  out  of  the  bathhouses  and 
condos  and  start  doing  something  for  their 
gay /lesbian  brothers  and  sisters  and  transpersons 
who  are  victims  of  abuse  by  prison  officials  (not 
always  straight)  and  other  prisoners. 

Stop  and  think  how  you  would  feel  if  you  were 
locked  away  from  friends.  Out  of  sight,  out  of 
mind.  It’s  time  to  fight  back  against  the  unjust 
justice  system.  It  takes  time,  person-power, 
money  and  above  all  COMMITMENT  to  make 
this  world  a  better  place  for  us  all,  prisoners  and 
non-prisoners  alike.  (Almost  all  prisoners  will  be 
out  and  among  us  again  someday.)  Please  get  in¬ 
volved. 

In  gay  love, 

John  Prowett 
Minority  Prison  Project 
Box  3541 

Little  Rock,  AR  72203 


GCN  Job  Openings 


Coordinating  Editor  (available 
April-May):  Coordinate  the  paper’s 
overall  administrative/financial 
affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and, 
as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s 
spokesperson.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organiza¬ 
tional,  and  interpersonal  skills. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 

Typesetter/Writer  (available 
immediately):  Typeset  news  and 
features  articles  and  other  copy 
for  weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad 
copy,  promotional  materials,  etc. 
Write  news  and/or  features  ar¬ 
ticles.  Qualifications:  Strong  typ¬ 
ing  and/or  word  processing  skills 
required.  Typesetting  experience, 
particularly  on  a  Compugraphic 
7500,  helpful.  (Some  training  is 
available.)  Strong  writing  skills 


and  good  grammar/copy  editing 
skills  necessary. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist/anti-classist 
politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  Both  full-time 
positions  pay  $160/wk  +  fully  paid 
health/life  insurance,  sick  leave, 
and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation. 
GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
and  participation  in  all  major 
decisions,  with  some  flexibility 
and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume 
ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply 


Gay  Community  News  is 

now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Name 
City  _ 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

_ _  A  d dress 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


State 


Zip 


1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.00  $ 
25  weeks  /low  income  $10  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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Community  Voices 


GC/V  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


hung  by  their  own 
words 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  glad  —  if  at  first  I  was  a  little  startled  — 
that  you  would  run  the  feature  on  Gay  Conser¬ 
vatives.  But  I  thought  the  accompanying  editorial 
unnecessarily  labored,  and  I’m  sure  some  of  your 
politically-more-correct-than-thou  readers  will  be 
scandalized.  Nevertheless,  Art  Cohen  has  done  us 
all  a  magnificent  service  by  giving  these  people 
enough  rope  to  hang  themselves  in  their  own  con¬ 
tradictions.  I  can  only  add  a  few  comments  to 
what  Art  has  already  pointed  out: 

Contrary  to  Bruce  Decker’s  assertions,  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  cannot,  in  any  manner,  be  construed 
as  being  pro-gay  —  from  his  earliest  days  as 
Governor  of  California,  when  he  publicly  fired 
several  aides  who  were  discovered  to  be  homosex¬ 
ual.  Nor  was  his  opposition  to  the  Briggs  In¬ 
itiative  in  1978  motivated  by  any  particular  burst 
of  enlightenment:  He  couched  his  opposition  to 
this  measure  that  would  have  banned  homosexual 
school  employees  in  that  state  with  a  sneering 
reference  to  “so-called  ‘gay  rights.’  ”  In  the  latter 
case,  moreover,  his  motivation  was  more  likely  a 
desire  to  politically  cripple  his  rival,  state  Senator 
John  Briggs,  who  was  considered  a  loose  cannon 
.on  the  Republican  Right  Wing. 

Throughout  his  tenure  as  Governor,  Reagan 
promised  to  veto  the  Brown  Bill  decriminalizing 
consenting  adult  sexual  acts,  were  it  to  come  to 
his  desk.  In  1975,  when  the  Brown  Bill  was  finally 
passed  (and  signed  by  Governor  Jerry  Brown), 
now-Governor  George  Deukmejian  highlighted 
his  opposition  as  a  Senator  by  reading  statistics 
supplied  to  him  by  the  Long  Beach  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  of  arrests  for  public  sexual  behavior,  which 
he  claimed  “indicate  the  moral  character  of 
homosexuals,”  adding,  “There  is  something 
missing  in  these  people,  something  in  their  nature 
which  compels  them  to  have  sex  in  public.” 
(GCN,  Vol.  2,  No.  48  —  May  24,  1985.) 

This  is  the  same  George  Deukmejian  who  has 
vetoed  a  gay  rights  bill  and  funding  to  fight 
AIDS.  If  Bruce  Decker  was  appointed  by  this 
Governor  as  chairman  of  the  California  AIDS 
Advisory  Committee,  maybe  we  should  wonder 
what  side  he  is  really  on?  Several  years  ago  San 
Francisco’s  Concerned  Republicans  for  In¬ 
dividual  Rights  endorsed  Deukmejian  for  Gover¬ 
nor,  despite  his  homophobic  record.  Gay  shame! 

Mr.  Decker  and  his  allies  are  like  the  black  Fun¬ 
damentalist  minister  President  Reagan  appointed 
to  the  U.S.  Civil  Rights  Commission,  who  has 
made  his  peace  with  the  racists.  Once  again,  we 
see  how  the  powers  of  bigotry  are  so  skillful  at  the 
old  game  of  divide-and-conquer.  Mr.  Decker  may 
think  he  is  using  the  Right  for  his  (our?)  ends; 
however,  even  the  most  charitable  explanation 
does  not  make  him  look  very  good:  t  am  remind¬ 
ed  of  a  very  sad  film  The  Garden  of  the  Finzi- 
Continis,  about  the  liquidation  of  a  wealthy 
Italian  Jewish  family  whose  father  —  a  member 
of  the  Fascist  Party,  no  less  —  could  not  believe 
that  Mussolini  would  ever  deport  them  to  the  con¬ 
centration  camps,  despite  warnings  from  his  son 
who  knew  better. 

I  grew  up  in  a  family  that  has  been  Republican 
since  before  the  Civil  War,  a  majority  of  whom 
no  doubt  still  believe  in  the  Holy  Trinity  of  God, 
Country  and  the  Republican  Party.  Reading  this 
article  reminded  me  of  the  babbitry  and  blind 
jingoism  that  caused  me  to  drop  out  two  decades 
ago. 

Sincerely, 

John  Kyper 
Roxbury,  MA 

it  takes  more 

Dear  GCN, 

Why  are  prisons  so  cold  to  basic  human  needs! 
Does  it  seem  crazy  to  you  that  we  in  prison  need 
love,  attention,  someone  to  talk  to?  Anytime  a 
relationship  like  this  happens,  the  administration 
tries  to  figure  a  way  to  break  it  apart.  Well,  I  have 
been  separated  from  my  lover  for  5  months  now. 
And  what  did  they  accomplish  with  that?  (1)  it 
made  me  a  very  unhappy  person;  (2)  it  made  me 
lose  all  respect  for  administration;  and  (3)  it 
helped  me  develop  an  I-don’t-give-a-fuck  attitude 
towards  others. 

Lovers,  well,  lovers  are  out.  I  am  so  much  in 
love  with  my  baby  Frank  that  no  one  could  ever 
replace  him.  Why  is  it  so  wrong  for  prisoners  to 
fall  in  love?  They  have  locked  up  our  bodies,  why 
must  they  try  to  control  our  minds?  I  refuse  to  let 
it  be  done.  What  can  we  do  to  change  these  condi¬ 
tions?  I  have  written  to  many  gay  organizations 
with  no  response  whatsoever.  Would  someone 
please  let  me  know  that  they  care  what  goes  on 
behind  these  walls.  I  know  GCN  cares,  but  it 
takes  more  than  one  group  to  bring  about  change. 
Thank  you, 

Michael  Eines 

073616  Box  340  Camp  Rd 

Sharpes,  FL  32959 


retaining  our  own 
identity 

Dear  GCN: 

As  a  lesbian,  I  object  to  being  discarded.  I  am 
referring  to  the  letter  from  James  F.  Gibbons  in 
the  Feb.  8th  GCN  in  which  he  blames  the  use  of 
the  word  “lesbian”  for  the  genderization  of  the 
word  “gay”  into  meaning  gay  men  only.  This 
linguistic  habit,  he  believes,  separates  gay  men 
from  gay  women.denying  our  unity  as  gay  per¬ 
sons.  If  Mr.  Gibbons  remembers  Stonewall,  he 
should  also  remember  that  in  the  60’s  most 
events,  places,  and  publications  designated  as 
“gay”  did  not  include  gay  women  or,  if  lesbians 
were  included,  we  were  on  the  sidelines.  There 
was  no  real  place  for  us;  indeed,  the  very  existence 
of  lesbians  in  any  substantial  numbers  was 
debated.  Thus,  it  was  due  to  the  very  fact  that 
“gay”  was  being  used  to  mean  gay  men  only  that 
the  use  of  “lesbian  ’  ’  became  necessary.  We  had  to 
explicitly  include  ourselves.  The  word  “lesbian” 
is  not  sexist:  it  merely  affirms  our  identity  as  gay 
women  differentiated  from  both  gay  men  and 
straight  women. 

Mr.  Gibbons’  ideal  of  recognizing  the  unity  of 
all  homosexual  people  is  admirable.  But  we 
should  not  therefore  lose  our  identities  as  men, 
women,  people  of  color,  Jews,  Chinese  or 
whatever  else  we  are.  We  all  have  characteristics 
in  common  with  every  other  human  being  and  we 
also  differ  from  every  other  person.  It  seems  to  be 
helpful,  in  the  process  of  discovering  our  iden¬ 
tities  and  our  niches  in  society,  to  notice  our 
similarities  with  and  differences  from  other  peo¬ 
ple.  Language  helps  us  do  this;  we  need  words  for 
gay  women,  for  gay  men,  and  for  gay  people.  I 
suggest  to  Mr.  Gibbons  that  gay  men  should  find 
a  different  word  specifically  for  themselves,  as 
lesbians  have  done,  and  leave  the  word  “gay”  for 
all  of  us  to  use.  Like  other  women,  lesbians  have 
fought  hard  to  be  acknowledged,  included  and 
valued  —  we  need  to  retain  a  sense  of  our  identity 
as  lesbians  while  sharing  common  goals  with  gay 
men,  straight  women,  and  other  groups. 

J.W. 

Ashby,  MA 


choose  liberation 

Dear  GCN: 

Underlying  Bruce  Decker’s  foolish  suggestion 
that  Ronald  Reagan  is  on  the  verge  of  signing  an 
executive  order  banning  discrimination  against 
gays  is  the  ardent  desire  on  the  part  of  many  cons¬ 
cienceless  gays  (and  presumably  lesbians)  to 
become  lackeys  to  the  corporate-military- 
government  institutional  complex  in  exchange  for 
a  certain  amount  of  privilege. 

In  other  words,  by  rejecting  “liberation,”  with 
all  that  entails,  for  example,  solidarity  with  all  of 
the  oppressed  —  gay  and  non-gay  American  or 
third-world  —  gays  can  convince  the  powerful 
that  they  are  “pro-establishment,”  that  is,  sup¬ 
portive  and  quite  eager  to  serve  a  system  which  is 
still  in  the  business  of  planning  a  nuclear  war, 
with  all  that  this  entails:  above  and  below  ground 
testing  of  nuclear  bombs  near  population  centers, 
etc.,  still  in*  the  business  of  burning  children  in 
Salvador  and  Guatemala  to  maintain 
“democracy,”  still  in  the  business  of  repressing 
dissent  and  oppressing  minorities  at  home,  and 
still  in  the  business  of  pursuing  policies  the  stated 
goal  of  which  is  to  concentrate  power,  wealth  and 
influence  in  the  hands  of  a  few  US-based  multi¬ 
national  corporations. 

These  sensible,  moderate  gentlemen  think  that 
David  Scondras  is  giving  us  a  bad  name  by  sup¬ 
porting  rent  control  and  visiting  Nicaragua.  Their 
definition  of  “responsible”  is  to  support  the  in¬ 
stitutional  structures  of  racism,  genocide, 
militarism,  and  the  cult  of  possession.  No  thank 
you. 

Let  us  choose  liberation  over  lackey  status. 
Liberation  means  rejecting  the  authority  of  the 
corporate-military  monolith  to  destroy  our  peo¬ 
ple  and  our  earth  in  an  orgy  of  greed. 

Liberation  means  standing  together  and 
fighting  for  a  new  society  based  on  sharing.  Gay 
liberation  is  not  a  separate  struggle,  it  is  one 
dimension,  one  point  of  view,  of  a  total  struggle. 
Liberation  means  rejecting  affluence  and 
privilege  and  embracing  justice  for  all  —  it  means 
believing  that  when  we  deny  others  their  rights, 
we  deny  our  own  humanity. 

The  pursuit  of  affluence  —  including  “guppie- 
dom”  is  oppressive  for  it  requires  that  someone 
else  exist  in  poverty.  Liberation  means  rejecting 
narrow  political  agendas  and  identifying  with  all 
oppressed  groups  and  individuals. 

And  liberation  is  always  radical  —  for  it  cannot 
be  otherwise  —  it  demands  challenging  existing 
institutions  to  build  a  new  kind  of  society. 

As  gays,  as  Americans,  our  place  cannot  be 
with  the  war  machine  AND  at  the  same  time  with 
the  victims  of  a  US  Air  Force  bombing  raid  in  El 
Salvador  —  we  face  a  choice. 

By  identifying  with  the  death  machine,  we 
choose  dehumanization,  we  are  chained  to  death, 
by  identifying  with  the  oppressed,  which  makes 
more  sense  since  we  are  oppressed,  we  choose 
liberation. 

Ian  Peppen 
Boston,  MA 


keep  the 
open  forum 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  given  careful  thought  to  the  issues  you 
raise  in  “Queries  for  Queers”  (2-2-86).  I  was 
brought  up  in  a  conservative  family  in  a  conser¬ 
vative  state.  I  was  an  activist  for  conservative 
politics  until  coming  out  as  a  lesbian  in  1980  led 
me  to  re-examine  my  assumptions  about  the 
world  and  my  place  in  it. 

GCN  was  the  first  gay  publication  I  en¬ 
countered  and  I  used  it  as  a  guide  in  my  process  of 
socialization  into  gay  and  lesbian  subculture.  I 
wouldn’t  say  GCN  made  me  a  leftist  —  the  credit 
for  that  belongs  to  Ronald  Reagan  and  the  bizarre 
right-wing  ideology  that  now  passes  for  Republi¬ 
can  politics  in  Idaho  —  but  it  was  my  first  sustain¬ 
ed  exposure  to  left  thinking.  I  appreciated  it  then 
and  I  appreciate  it  now. 

I  don’t  believe  being  gay  or  lesbian  necessarily 
implies  having  liberal  politics.  Sexual  orientation 
transcends  race  and  class,  and  the  conservatives 
who  join  Concerned  Americans  for  Individual 
Rights  are  a  legitimate  part  of  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  We  don’t  all  have  to  see  eye-to-eye  on 
everything. 

Should  GCN  continue  to  be  an  advocate  for  a 
radical  agenda?  Yes,  by  all  means.  Should  GCN 
be  an  uncritical  forum  for  all  lesbians  and  gay 
men  via  an  open  letters-to-the  editor  policy  and 
guest  opinions  (“Speaking  Out”)?  Certainly. 

Letters  to  the  editor  are  traditionally  an  open 
forum  and  I  don’t  think  any  newspaper  should 
censor  them.  Furthermore,  news  stories  on  such 
groups  as  C.  A.I.R.  constitute  legitimate  coverage 
of  a  facet  of  the  gay/lesbian  movement  and  I 
don’t  see  why  GCN  should  be  afraid  to  run  them. 

That  doesn’t  mean  GCN  should  give  up  its 
radical  identity  or  that  members  of  the  GCN  col¬ 
lective  should  compromise  their  commitments  to 
progressive  politics.  Somehow  I  doubt  there  is 
any  danger  of  that  happening. 

Sincerely, 

Kerrin  McMahan 
Moscow,  ID 

not  a  saint  or  a 
silly-assed  hero 

Dear  GCN 

Yes,  I  would  like  to  receive  the  GCN.  Yes,  I  will 
keep  you  informed  of  my  AIDS  work,  and  the 
petition  I’m  drawing  up  against  the  Penn.  Dept, 
of  Corrections.  I’ll  send  a  copy  of  it  to  you  for 
review  and  comment.  Yes,  I  know  Linda  Jo  Ed- 
rington  K-4689.  Linda  is  presently  in  the  “hole” 
here  at  Dallas.  It’s  been  about  two  or  more  years. 
Linda’s  case  is  a  crystal  clear  example  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  for  most  gays,  especially  for  the  politically 
hot  ones.  The  staff  has  used  the  device  of  division 
very  effectively  and  now  controls  90  to  95  percent 
of  the  general  population.  They  did  it  not  via 
physical  brutality.  They  didn’t  need  it  out  there, 
why  should  they  in  here?  They  used  what  you 
could  call  “behavior  modification”  buttressed  by 
divide  and  rule  tactics,  the  informer  game,  and 
controlled  influx  of  drugs,  booze,  and  political 
favors,  being  handed  out  for  ‘current  informa¬ 
tion’  on  what’s  going  on  in  the  population  and 
who  are  potential  “troublemakers”.  The  staff 
has  inundated  the  prisoners  with  color  tv,  Gino’s 
fried  chicken,  Hoagies,  Bean  Pies;  prisoners  can 
wear  street  clothes  all  day  everyday,  play  pool 
tickets,  and  a  lot  of  “products”  on  sale  from  the 
various  clubs. 

Then  there  are  the  jocks  who  do  nothing  all  day 
but  lift  weights,  play  football,  softball,  or  slam- 
dunk  a  basketball  mostly  to  see  who  can  jump  the 
highest  (over  the  wall  maybe!).  Even  with  all  the 
“organizations”  (clubs)  there  is  little  or  no  unity 
between  prisoners:  gays,  jocks,  chess  players, 
musicians,  religious  groups,  and  so-called  in¬ 
tellectuals.  The  rest  of  the  slaves  who  work  in  the 
sweat  shops  work  their  asses  off  for  $50  a  month 
with  a  bonus  if  they  make  quota  (ha!)  and  do  not 
care  for  unity  which  would  interfere  with  the 
work  program.  There  are  lifers  who  have  been 
here  for  15, 20, 25  years  who  are  only  interested  in 
selling  Gino’s  fried  chicken  in  order  to  be  able  to 
get  an  extra  12  pieces  of  chicken  which  they  then 
resell  for  cigs. 

There  is  little  or  no  talk  of  ways  to  fight  the 
system,  or  of  bringing  about  prisoner  personal 
power,  which  would  include  all  prisoners,  blacks, 
whites,  hispanic,  gay,  straight,  handicapped,  in 
order  to  help  bring  about  positive  change  both  in¬ 
side  and  outside.  So  don’t  begin  thinking  that  this 
prison  is  a  hip,  progressive  camp  with  lots  of 
radical  activists.  There  are  no  disturbances  of  any 
sort  around  here.  Not  even  the  issue  of  AIDS 
caused  much  attention.  The  Phila  76ers  and  the 
Boston  Celtics  held  center  stage  and  continue  to 
be  what  is  on  the  minds  of  most  prisoners.  This 
prison  is  sound  asleep  (like  much  of  your  world 
out  there).  It’s  sad,  sad,  sad. 

I  have  turned  myself  around  somehow  but 
there  is  still  much  more  I  want  to  and  must  do. 
Don’t  think  I’m  trying  for  sainthood  or  to  be 
some  silly-assed  hero.  I’m  just  a  fellow  traveler 
striving  to  put  a  few  dents  in  the  screwed  up 
system  which  holds  all  of  us  hostage,  a  life  long 
learner.  I  look  forward  to  more. 

For  Justice,  In  Spite  Of  The  Law, 

Tiyo  Attallah  Salah-El 
Y-2414  Drawer  K 
Dallas,  PA  18612 
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If  you're  an  independent  thinker, 
date  the  modern  way  through 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

a  total  introduction  service 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men 

call  731-8934 

discreet  •  sincere  •  confidential 
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Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

II  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J  X  S  has  been  Boston's  hip 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also  been 
the  best  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they're  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


_  l  Be  printed  from  Real  Paper.  'Best  of  Boston . "  Fall.  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  2670300 
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Abortion  March 
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speakers  to  fight  for  the  Civil 
Rights  Restoration  Act,  which 
aims  to  overturn  the  Supreme 
Court’s  Grove  City  College  v.  Bell 
decision.  Grove  City  severely  nar¬ 
rowed  enforcement  of  civil  rights 
legislation  prohibiting  the  use  of 
federal  funds  by  institutions  that 
discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex, 
race,  age,  or  physical  ability.  Mar¬ 
chers  were  urged  to  stay  in 
Washington  until  Monday  for  a 
“lobby  day”  where  they  would 
pressure  lawmakers  to  pass  the  act 
without  the  right  wing’s  proposed 
anti -abortion  rider. 

The  primary  planning  and 
decision-making  for  the  “Na¬ 
tional  March  for  Women’s  Lives” 
was  done  by  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW). 


Eleanor  Smeal,  in  her  recent  elec¬ 
tion  campaign  for  the  NOW 
presidency,  promised  to  “take 
feminism  to  the  streets”  and  focus 
on  activism.  As  a  result,  NOW 
devised  the  suffragist  theme  (com¬ 
plete  with  suffragist-style  banners 
and  request  for  participants  to 
wear  white)  and  then  solicited  the 
endorsements  and  participation  of 
hundreds  of  groups . 

Representatives  of  the  various 
constituencies  in  the  march  seem¬ 
ed  pleased  about  the  turnout. 
Freddie  Hodges,  director  of  the 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  (RCAR)  said  the  number 
of  people  who  participated  from 
the  religious  community  was 
larger  than  expected. 

Marcia  Niemann,  the  program 


Prostitutes  and  AIDS 


Continued from  page  3 

The  issue  of  condoms  has 
become  more  than  a  merely  per¬ 
sonal  one  for  many  prostitutes,  as 
police  in  New  York,  Atlanta,  and 
other  cities  routinely  use  the  con¬ 
doms  found  on  women  as  evidence 
against  them  in  prostitution  trials. 
Dolores  French  told  GCN  she 
knows  of  a  series  of  cases  where 
call  girls  were  arrested  and  charged 
with  prostitution.  Some  condoms 
were  found  in  the  women’s  purses 
and  the  police  used  those  condoms 
as  evidence  that  they  were 


soliciting  sex  for  money.  Michael 
Hauptman,  an  attorney  in  Atlanta 
specializing  in  criminal  defense,  is 
currently  making  motions  in  the 
cases  of  women  arrested  on  pro¬ 
stitution  charges  that  possession  of 
condoms  should  not  be  allowed  as 
evidence.  He  told  GCN  that 
“there  will  be  an  increase  in 
venereal  disease  because  people 
will  not  want  to  carry  around 
damaging  evidence  on  them”  and 
that  “we  are  arguing  that  people 
[police]  will  prefer  to  stop  the 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Boston  (617)  266-0760  San  Francisco  (415)  626-4224 


director  of  the  National  Abortion 
Rights  Action  League,  remarked 
at  the  diversity  of  age  among  mar¬ 
chers.  Smeal  reported  that  the 
oldest  marcher  was  92,  and 
Niemann  was  encouraged  by  the 
numbers  of  women  from  college 
campuses  who  turned  out  — 
women  who  are  in  the  age  group 
most  frequently  seeking  abor¬ 
tions. 

Diane  Bush,  of  the  Alan  Gutt- 
macher  Institute,  and  Gil  Gerald, 
of  the  NCBLG,  were  positive 
about  the  participation  of  people 
of  color  at  the  march,  although 
both  pointed  out  that  economic 
factors  such  as  limited  leisure  time 
and  financial  resources  made  it 
impossible  for  many  women  and 
men  of  color  to  attend. 


spread  of  disease  rather  than  gain 
minimal  evidence.” 

The  use  of  condoms  as  evidence 
of  prostitution  is  also  illegal,  as 
police  may  not  present  evidence 
for  a  crime  they  could  never  have 
confiscated  until  an  arrest  was 
made.  In  a  key  setback  for  those 
who  want  to  blame  prostitutes  for 
the  spread  of  AIDS  while 
simultaneously  using  against  them 
one  of  the  things  that  protects 
them  from  the  illness.  Judge 
Kristen  Glen  in  New  York  City  rul¬ 
ed  on  January  23,  1986,  according 
to  the  New  York  Law  Journal, 
that  “the  officers  swearing  to  such 
complaints  [against  prostitutes] 
are,  therefore,  either  relying  on 
evidence  seized  after  the  arrest, 
which  is  entirely  imper¬ 
missible. .  .or  they  are  lying. 
Neither  is  acceptable.” 


JOHN  GRAVES 
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Race /class  conflicts  out  in  the  open 

Pakistani-British  Pair 
in  Complex  Gay  Film 


My  Beautiful  Laundrette,  directed 
by  Stephen  Frears,  written  by 
Hanif  Kureishi. 

By  Nicholas  Deutsch 

In  its  screenwriter’s  words,  My 
Beautiful  Laundrette  is  set  in  Lon¬ 
don  among  “the  Pakistani  Tory 
voting  class,  who  see  their  in¬ 
terests  as  being  the  same  as  those 
of  businessmen  everywhere,  and 
who  love  Nanny  [Margaret  That¬ 
cher]  just  like  everyone  else,  but 
are  despised  by  whites  as  if  their 
money  made  no  difference  to  the 
status  and  the  respect  they 
deserve.”  Sharp-eyed  and  satirical 
about  the  political  and  economic 
contradictions  of  its  characters’ 
lives,  the  film  is  also  humane  and 
generous.  In  addition,  it  features 
one  of  the  most  sympathetically 
realized  male  couples  in  recent 
memory. 

The  hero  of  My  Beautiful  Laun¬ 


drette  is  18-year-old  Omar  (Gor¬ 
don  Warnecke).  When  his  jour¬ 
nalist  father  (Roshan  Seth)  asks 
thriving  businessman  brother 
Nasser  (Saeed  Jaffrey)  to  give 
nephew  a  job,  Nasser  hands  Omar 
a  run-down  South  London 
Launderette  to  run.  Omar  in  turn 
hires  his  white,  ex-racist  buddy 
Johnny  (Daniel  Day  Lewis),  and 
together  they  transform  the 
business  into  a  success,  and 
become  lovers  as  well.  But  conflic¬ 
ting  ties  of  family,  class,  money 
and  race  get  entangled,  violence 
erupts,  and  at  fadeout  their  future 
prospects  together  are  uncertain. 

My  Beautiful  Laundrette  is  rich 
in  characters,  including  Nasser’s 
mistress  and  his  discontented 
daughter,  but  ultimately  the  film 
comes  back  to  Omar  and  Johnny. 
Their  playful,  sexy  love  affair  is  a 
pleasure  to  watch,  and  Kureishi ’s 


unromantic  understanding  of 
power  relationships  —  we  never 
forget  that  Omar  is  Johnny’s  boss 
as  well  as  his  lover  —  only  deepens 
the  complexity  and  painfulness  of 
their  struggle  for  happiness  and 
success. 

Despite  its  pessimistic  view  of 
the  narrow  options  available  in 
Thatcher’s  Britain,  My  Beautiful 
Laundrette  is  so  full  of  life  and 
energy  that  watching  it  is  an  ex¬ 
hilarating  experience.  Credit 
should  go  both  to  Kureishi ’s  witty 
script  and  to  Stephen  Frear’s  lively 
direction,  as  well  as  to  the  fine  per¬ 
formances,  among  which  those  of 
Lewis  and  Jaffrey  are  outstanding. 
Originally  made  for  British  televi¬ 
sion’s  Channel  4,  My  Beautiful 
Laundrette  was  the  surprise  hit  of 
both  the  Edinburgh  and  London 
Film  Festivals;  it  deserves  to  repeat 
its  success  over  here. 


Omar  (Gordon  Warnecke)  and  Johnny  (Daniel  Day  Lewis):  lovers  in  My  Beautiful  Laundrette 
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Playwrights  Megan  Terry  •  JoAnn  Schmidman 
MUD  written  &  directed  by  Maria  Irene  Fornez 
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Boston  Shakespeare  Company  Theatre 
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Out  And  Still  Lonely 

you  still  feel  awkward  and  inadequate.  .  .you’re 
shy. .  .you’re  scared  to  date  or  make 
friends. .  .you  can’t  find  a  lover. .  .your  family  has 
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Help  is  available. 
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RADICAL  TEACHER 

“Radical  Teacher’s  activist  perspective  confronts  the  real  issues  of  classroom  and 
community. .  .A  practical  and  valuable  journal,  based  on  solid  research  and  theory." 

The  Guardian 
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tion,  The  Politics  of  Literacy,  Mass  Culture,  Black  Women’s  Studies,  Marxist 
Teaching,  Feminist  Pedagogy 

Radical  Teacher  is  an  independent  socialist  and  feminist  magazine  that  focuses  on 
three  critical  areas:  the  politics  of  teaching;  the  political  economy  of  education; 
feminist,  Marxist  and  third  world  perspectives  in  literature,  history,  biology,  sociology 
and  other  disciplines. 
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Ethyl  Eichelberger:  life  is  a  drag! 


Ethyl  Eichelberger,  after  dancing  all  New  Year's  Eve  on  the  bar  at  the  Pyramid 


Ethyl/Leer  in  a  moment  of  uncharacteristic  repose  during  a  rapid-  fire  performance. 


By  Michael  Bronski 

It  doesn't  look  much  like  a  set  for  King  Lear.  The 
stage  is  tiny  and  almost  empty.  There  is  an  upright  piano 
to  the  left  and  a  large  step  ladder  stage  right.  Hanging 
from  a  clothesline  is  a  raggedy  looking  Raggedy  Ann/An¬ 
dy  doll  (the  gender  is  indeterminate),  and  a  few  feet  from 
that  is  a  suspended,  red  sequined  tutu  ensemble.  Half 
hidden  behind  the  piano  are  an  accordion  and  a  concer¬ 
tina;  there  are,  as  any  theater-goer  will  tell  you,  many 
songs  interspersed  throughout  Shakespeare.  But  this  isn 't 
Shakespeare's  King  Lear.  Hell,  this  isn't  even  Saturday 
Night  Live's  King  Lear.  It's  Ethyl  Eichelberger's  Leer  —  a 
comic,  one-person  trespass  through  the  hallowed 
ground  J  a  classic,  that,  when  its  45  minutes  are  over, 
convinces  you  it  just  may  be  as  good  as  the  original. 

Leer  had  been  originally  intended  as  a  three-person 
play.  But  when  the  women  who  were  to  play  the  Fool 
and  Cordelia  had  scheduling  conflicts,  Ethyl  —  not  his 
original,  but  now  his  legal  name  —  decided  to  play  all  of 
the  roles.  Dressed  in  a  Big  Daddy  white  suit  outfitted 
with  a  skirt.  Leer  rants  and  roars  on  this  paltry  moor.  Run¬ 
ning  from  one  side  of  the  stage  to  the  other,  he  speaks  in 
a  high-pitched  voice  and  manipulates  the  rag  doll  when 
he  is  playing  the  Fool,  then  stands  behind  the  tutu  as  he 
pleads  with  himself  as  the  faithful  Cordelia.  Very  little  of 
the  original  language  is  spoken,  although  the  play  is 
fraught  with  allusions  ranging  from  Shakespear  to  the 
modern  drag  troope,  Bloolips.  Every  now  and  then  he 
plays  an  original  tune  on  the  piano  or  squeezes  out  a 
song  on  the  accordion  to  help  the  action  along,  or  just  to 
have  a  break  in  the  torrent  of  words  that  the  three  char¬ 
acters  hurl  at  one  another.  The  play  takes  its  usual  course 

—  sort  of  —  and  when  it  finally  ends,  there  on  the  lonely 
moor  stands  not  the  broken,  defeated  Lear,  but  a  trium¬ 
phant  Ethyl  Eichelberger. 

Now  Ethyl  Eichelberger  is  hardly  a  household  name 

—  although  in  the  homes  where  he  is  known,  it  is 
spoken  frequently.  One  of  the  reasons  that  Ethyl  may 
not  be  as  well-known  as  other  performing  artists  is  that 
it's  almost  impossible  to  pinpoint  exactly  what  it  is  he 
does.  When  he  was  first  making  a  name  for  himself  in 
East  Village  theatrical  circles,  he  was  known  —  for  want 
of  a  better  term  —  as  a  drag  performer.  The  label  fits, 
after  a  fashion.  At  that  time  Ethyl  did  one-person  shows 
based  upon  the  lives  of  famous  women:  Lucrezia 
Borgia,  Medusa,  Carlotta  of  Mexico,  Lola  Montez,  Shi 
Liu,  Nefertiti,  Marie  Antoinette,  Elizabeth  I.  Yet  al¬ 
though  he  would  impersonate  the  women  and  dress  in 
clothing  emblematic  of  their  characters,  he  was  not  do¬ 
ing  what  is  commonly  called  a  "drag  show." 

When  Craig  Russell  or  Charles  Pierce  "does"  Carol 
Channing  or  Tallulah,  there  is  some  attempt  to  both  im¬ 
personate  and  parody  the  character.  And  more  often 
than  not  there  is  an  unkind  edge  to  the  charade.  But 
Ethyl  never  performs  his  characters  to  make  fun  of 
them;  he  is  too  filled  with  empathy  and  understanding. 
And  although  his  shows  are  serious,  they  are  also  laced 
with  a  free-wheeling  lunacy  that  resembles  classic 
American  vaudeville  more  than  anything  else.  This  is 
not  surprising,  for  it  is  in  American  theater  —  vaudeville, 
classic  drag,  and  melodrama  —  where  Ethyl  sees  his 
roots. 

Roots  aside,  Ethyl  is  considered,  and  very  highly  so, 
part  of  the  New  York  performance  art  scene.  Playing  for 
the  most  part  small  clubs  and  lofts  in  the  East  Village, 
performance  artists  have  created  a  new  art  form  that 
combines  such  diverse  theatricalities  as  song,  mime, 
comedy,  monologue  and  video  presentation,  welded 
together  through  the  sheer  force  of  their  personality  and 
presences.  And  one  thing  is  certain:  Ethyl  has  both  per¬ 
sonality  and  presence. 

Having  just  celebrated  his  fortieth  birthday,  Ethyl 
has  decided  to  incorporate  some  male  characters  into 
his  repertoire.  After  a  trilogy  of  male  characters  — 
Casanova  and  Rip  Van  Winkle  will  follow  Lear  —  Ethyl 
will  return  to  playing  women.  But  playing  either  is  just 
part  of  his  life  as  an  actor,  a  career  he  started  almost  20 
years  ago  in  Providence's  Trinity  Square  Repertory 
Theater.  In  Boston  recently  to  present  Leer  at  the  In¬ 
stitute  of  Contemporary  Art,  Ethyl  spoke  with  me  about 
his  career  in  drag. 

"I  clawed  my  way  into  [Trinity  Square],  I  was  in  hor¬ 
ror  plays  about  H .  P.  Lovecraft,  and  I  played  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson  in  A  Time  of  Dragons,  which  was  about  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  nephews'  murdering  a  Black  slave,  so  I  was  al¬ 
ways  playing  people  different  than  myself.  I  also  played 
women.  That  was  the  first  drag  that  I  had  ever  done  —  in 
a  wonderful  play  by  William  Goyen  about  a  young  boy 
who  had  run  off  to  the  carnival  and  whose  ghost  had 
come  back  in  drag  to  haunt  his  mother.  And  then  in 
Macbeth  I  played  one  of  the  witches  and  it  was  clear 
that  I  was  having  a  good  time.  We  then  premiered  a  play 
by  Julie  Bovasso,  Down  by  the  River  Where  the 
Waterlilies  Bloom,  and  she  wanted  a  man  to  play  her 
autobiographical  character.  When  they  did  the  play  in 
New  York,  they  used  a  woman  in  the  role  and  the  play 
didn't  work." 


Ethyl  has  never  used  drag  outside  of  performances, 
or  as  a  "lifestyle."  "I  use  it  politically.  Any  time  that  you 
use  drag,  it  makes  a  political  statement.  I've  chosen 
these  women  characters  because  I  empathize  more 
with  women.  And  it  knocks  people  off  balance,  even  to 
this  day.  Right  now,  I'm  performing  in  Charles  Ludlam's 
Salambo  in  a  male  role,  but  there  is  a  lot  of  drag  in  the 
show  —  both  male  and  female  —  and  the  audiences  are 
really  shocked,  especially  by  Katy  Dierlam,  who  is  a 
very  large  woman  and  plays  a  man  dressed  only  in  a 
diaper.  People  just  cannot  get  over  their  expectations  of 
how  things  are  supposed  to  be. 

"The  women's  roles  are  very  comfortable.  I  feel  like 
I'm  in  drag  now,  dressed  as  a  man.  I  don't  feel  any  dif¬ 
ferent  in  drag,  but  it  gives  me  more  space,  more 
breathing  room.  It's  like  the  ancient  Greeks  who  would 
wear  elevated  shoes  and  masks.  In  fact,  I'm  sure  that  in 
another  life  I  was  an  actor  who  played  women's  roles. 
When  I  was  at  T rinity  Square,  I  discovered  that  the  kind 
of  roles  you  play  affects  who  you  are  in  real  life,  and  the 
kind  of  roles  I  was  getting  were  very  strange  and  very 
hard  on  me.  That's  when  I  decided  to  go  off  on  my  own 
and  write  my  own  pieces  and  play  the  most  glamorous, 
magnificient,  wonderful  women  whom  I  respect  and 
admire.  That's  what  attracts  me.  Like  playing  Carlotta, 
the  Empress  of  Mexico  who  was  strong  and  powerful, 
and  Elizabeth  I  —  those  are  amazing  women  who 
fought  and  strove  to  be  themselves. 

"I  was  talking  with  Bette  Bourn,  the  leader  of  the 
Bloolips  troupe,  and  he  said,  'Oh  Ethyl,  you  and  I  must 
play  Elizabeth  I  and  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  someday.  I'll 
play  Elizabeth  and  you  can  play  Mary.'  And  I  said,  Oh 
yes,  Bette.'  And  then  when  he  left  town,  I  said  'Over  my 
dead  body.' 

Anyone  who  criticizes 
serious  drag  is  not  really 
examining  what  it  is.  It  really 
challenges  expectations  and 
also  allows  performers  — 
both  men  and  women  —  to 
express  all  of  the  different 
parts  of  themselves. 


"In  fact  when  I  do  Elizabeth  in  my  own  show,  I  play 
her  with  a  lisp.  All  of  the  great  British  actors  —  Glenda 
Jackson  and  Vanessa  Redgrave  —  always  play  royalty 
with  veddy  veddy  proper  accents,  but  just  because  she 
was  a  queen  doesn't  mean  that  she  was  perfect.  So  I 
gave  her  a  lisp  to  make  her  more  human,  That's  also  a 
very  American  tradition,  being  serious  about  debunk¬ 
ing.  I  really  see  myself  as  coming  out  of  vaudeville  and 
burlesque.  Those  are  my  roots  as  an  American  per¬ 
former  and  entertainer. 

"There  is  a  unique  Americanness  about  much  of 
the  contemporary  theater  today:  Holly  Hughes,  Charles 
Ludlam,  Karen  Finlay,  Tom  Murrin,  Paul  Zaloom.  It's 
what  people  call  'performance  art'  because  they  don't 
know  what  else  to  call  it.  Broadway  became  top  heavy, 
and  off-Broadway  became  too  expensive,  and  then  off- 
off  Broadway  grew  and  pushed  us  into  the  clubs  —  the 
alternative  spaces.  It's  still  theater,  but  it's  much  more 
personal  and  more  unique.  It's  just  become  sort  of 
Village  Voice  trendy,  but  it's  been  around  a  lot  longer 
than  that.  I  worked  in  a  traditional  drag  club,  Freida's 
Disco  in  1976  with  some  members  of  the  original 
Trockadero  Ballet  and  lipsynch  artists,  and  we  also 
played  sex  bars  that  did  late  night  shows.  And  right 
about  that  time  the  Mudd  Club  was  opening  and  lots  of 
other  performing  spaces  were  becoming  available.  I 
taught  myself  to  play  the  piano  and  the  accordion  back 
then,  because  you  never  knew  what  you  were  going  to 
have  to  deal  with,  and  at  least  that  music  was  portable 
and  dependable." 

Drag  is  nothing  new  to  theater.  The  English  have  a 
long  tradition  of  Christmas  pantomime;  all  of  the 
women  in  Shakespeare  were  originally  played  by  boys, 
and  even  today  Danny  LaRue  is  a  drag  performer  who 
appeals  primarily  to  a  working  and  middle  class  au¬ 
dience.  Other  countries  —  particularly  Japan  with  the 
Kubuki  —  have  similar  traditions.  "There  is  a  real  tradi¬ 
tion  of  American  drag.  It's  just  been  covered  up.  If  you 
read  Blum's  History  of  the  American  Theater,  you  can 
find  out  that  there  was  a  man  —  Julian  Eltinge  —  who 
was  a  famous  drag  performer.  He  was  so  famous,  he 
had  a  theater  named  after  him,  it's  called  the  Empire 
now.  And  then  there  is  Francis  Renault,  another  drag 
performer;  the  books  only  show  a  picture  of  him  in  drag 


and  he's  just  beautiful.  Unless  you  knew,  you  would 
think  he  was  a  woman.  I  found  another  picture  of  some¬ 
one  named  Bert  Savoy  who  was  taller  than  anyone  else 
on  stage  in  The  Greenwich  Village  Follies  in  the  1920s. 
But  there  was  a  big  cover-up  around  the  Second  World 
War  and  it  was  all  being  swept  under  the  carpet. 

"But  these  were  all  theater  people  —  not  in  what  we 
call  drag  shows  now  —  who  performed  dramatic  roles 
in  serious  plays.  Julian  Eltinge  was  considered  a  serious 
performer.  In  fact,  while  doing  research  for  a  play  I  just 
did  called  Fowl  Ball  (I  played  a  dancing  chicken),  Katy 
Dierlam  and  I  discovered  that  St.  Malichi's  the  actor's 
church  in  midtown  Manhattan,  was  named  that  be¬ 
cause  a  famous  American  actor,  (whose  name  I  cannot 
think  of  now)  was  buried  there  because  he  performed  in 
drag  and  blackface  and  no  other  church  would  bury 
him.  These  are  all  parts  of  our  roots  as  gays  and  as 
Americans. 

"What  we  now  call  gay  theater  started  after  Stone¬ 
wall,  but  much  of  it  finds  antecedents  in  the  past.  I  think 
it  was  different  then  —  everytiiing  was  —  but  it  is  all  tied 
in  together.  After  Stonewall  we  became  much  less  iso¬ 
lated  but  these  things  have  always  been  with  us, 
whether  it  was  Uncle  Miltie  on  TV  in  the  '50s  or  drag 
performers  in  vaudeville  doing  parodies  of  Shake¬ 
speare.  Of  course,  what  became  gay  theater  started  in 
the  1960s  in  the  Cafe  Cino  in  the  Village  where  play¬ 
wrights  like  Lanford  Wilson  and  Robert  Patrick  got  their 
starts.  Charles  Ludlam,  who  produces,  writes  and 
directs  the  Theater  of  the  Ridiculous,  has  been  working 
for  years  and  years,  and  he  started  with  John  Vaccaro 
and  the  Ridiculous  Theatrical  Company.  On  a  very 
basic  level  everything  is  always  connected.  We  are 
lucky  now  that  we  can  have  an  open  gay  theater,  but  we 
shouldn't  forget  where  it  came  from  or  who  was  doing  it 
before  us." 

Since  the  advent  of  the  second  wave  of  feminism, 
some  women  have  been  outspoken  critics  of  drag,  see¬ 
ing  it  as  another  form  of  exploitation  by  men.  "I've 
never  enountered  any  criticism  from  women  —  and 
many  of  the  women  who  work  in  the  performance 
scene  are  lesbians  and  feminists  —  and  I'm  not  sure 
why,  because  I  know  that  there  are  women  who  are 
very  critical  of  other  drag  performers.  I  think  maybe  it's 
because  I'm  not  trying  to  be  a  woman.  There  is  a  very 
thin  line  between  being  a  parody  and  giving  a  respectful 
performance.  Like  Linda  Hunt  in  The  Year  of  Living 
Dangerously,  it's  a  performance  —  like  any  perfor¬ 
mance  —  only  it  happens  to  be  of  the  other  sex."  After 
Boston,  Ethyl  was  going  back  to  New. York  to  emcee  the 
Kamikaze  show  —  with  performing  artists  Molly  Hughes 
and  Karen  Finlay  —  as  a  benefit  for  the  Heresies  Collec¬ 
tive. 

"I  make  no  bones  about  who  I  am.  I  don't  shout  it 
out,  but  with  the  drag  it  expresses  who  I  am.  I  would 
never  try  and  say  to  a  woman  that  I  was  trying  to  be  a 
pretty  woman.  I  would  look  pretty  silly.  It's  the  person 
doing  the  performance,  the  acting,  who  has  to  be 
heard.  I  work  in  the  Pyramid  Club,  and  the  people  who 
perform  there  are  mostly  artists,  and  there  is  a  lot  of 
drag,  but  the  drag  is  used  as  art  —  it's  seen  as  political 
and  lots  of  fun.  And  we  get  a  lot  of  flak  from  the 
"serious"  drag  queens  because  they  don't  understand 
what  we  are  doing.  But  I've  always  found  that  if  you  get 
people  one-to-one  and  talk  to  each  other,  you  can  al¬ 
ways  reach  common  ground. 

"I've  always  worked  with  women  —  there  are 
four  wonderful  women  acting  with  me  in  Casanova  — 
and  that's  important  to  me.  Women  are  treated  terribly 
in  this  culture  and,  we  have  to  listen  to  what  they  have 
to  say  and  how  they  feel.  I've  chosen,  as  much  as  I  can 
as  a  man,  to  identify  with  them.  There  is  a  New  York 
drag  artist,  Mark  Brown  —  he  calls  himself  Miss  Hap- 
pyface  —  and  he  comes  from  Atlanta,  and  he  said  that 
the  two  groups  who  share  the  lowest  rung  of  the  ladder 
there  are  Black  women  and  drag  queens.  And  there  is  a 
great  bond  between  them  in  both  the  club  and  the 
social  scene. 

"I  think  that  anyone  who  criticizes  serious  drag  is 
not  really  examining  what  it  is.  It  really  challenges  ex¬ 
pectations  and  also  gives  performers  —  both  women 
and  men  —  a  much  larger  space  to  work  with,  to  be  able 
to  express  all  of  the  different  parts  of  themselves. 

"I  really  don't  write  gay  plays  —  but  I  feel  that  by 
doing  drag  the  pieces  become  political  statements.  I 
also  have  gay  allusions  in  my  pieces,  but  I  think  of  the 
whole  art  as  being  gay.  At  least  I've  never  met  a  straight 
man  who  could  do  it  better. 

"My  work  comes  from  my  experience  and  my  life 
and  if  that  is  gay  —  and  it  certainly  seems  it  is  to  me  — 
then  so  are  my  plays  and  my  performance  pieces.  In¬ 
stead  of  trying  to  make  the  exact  text  of  the  work  'gay,'  I 
try  to  make  it  universal.  I  never  try  to  deny  who  I  am, 
god  knows,  but  I  think  that  it  is  all  in  my  work.  It's  who  I 
am  —  all  of  the  parts  of  me  —  and  I  can  express  that  best 
with  the  drag." 


A  boy's  best  friend  is  himself  —  two-faced  drag  queen. 


.  hilian  Ehmoe 


One  of  the  last  highly  successful  sta^e  stars 
to  enter  motion  pictuies.  His  three  pictures  by  the 
Laskv  -  Paramount  have  been  such  a  sensat¬ 
ional  success  that  he  is  now  classed  with 

Fairbanks  , - £& - .  as  a  draw 

and  Pickfo rdl  I  mo  rai  d. 


Needless  to 
say  he  will 


remain  in 
pictures 


Before  Tootsie  or  Yentl,  Julian  Eltinge  was  the  most 
famous- and  real-cross  dresser  in  the  business. 


Going  to  the  chapel  Eltinge-style:  Julian  plays  both. 
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Insurance 


Continued frontpage  1 

Denying  that  gay  men  would  be 
targeted  if  HTLV-III  testing  for 
insurance  were  allowed,  Bier  said, 
“The  determination  would  be 
made  on  medical  information.  It’s 
not  specifically  about  being  gay.” 
Bier  added,  “It’s  not  discrimina¬ 


tion.  It’s  simply  the  way  business 
works.” 

A  number  of  companies  have 
developed  methods  they  believe 
protect  them  from  applicants  who 
are  at  a  high  risk  for  contracting 
AIDS.  Bier  cited  Trans  American 
Oxidental  in  Los  Angeles,  which 


added  the  “AIDS  test”  to  their 
medical  tests  given  to  applicants, 
and  Lincoln  National  Life  In¬ 
surance  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
which  uses  “enhanced  under¬ 
writing”  —  or  screening,  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  a  person  is  at  high 
rish  for  AIDS. 

Bill  Forsythe,  a  media  relations 
person  for  Lincoln  National, 
which  does  business  in  49  states, 
told  GCN  that  insurance  ap¬ 
plicants  are  asked  three  AIDS- 
specific  questions  to  determine 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  2474861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Ken  more  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


WINGS 


THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 


An  Association  of  Women  Therapists 


We  Welcome  Both  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 

Insurance  Accepted  617-876-8438 
60  V2  Sacramento  St,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


SPECIAL  TITLES  INCLUDE: 

WOMEN’S  MUSIC 

WOMEN  in  CINEMA 

JAZZ 

& 

GAY  THEMES  IN  FILM 

CLASSICAL 

RHYTHM  &  BLUES 

MIDWEEK  SPECIAL  -  10 %  off  all 

albums  and  tapes 

(Tues  &  Wed  only) 

ARBORWAY 

VIDEO  &  SOUND 

HOURS: 

Mon.  -  Sat.  10am  ’til  9pm 

55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

Sun.  Noon  ’til  7pm  gcn 

iTA  —  THE  GAY-SENSITIVE 
TRAVEL  EXPERTS, 

offering  a  full  line  of  services 
to  the  Gay  Community 

Pleasure  or  commercial  travel,  cruising,  flying,  touring,  or  specialty 
vacations  tailored  to  your  special  needs. 

For  international  travel  we  will  process  all  documentation  for 
passports,  visas,  and  international  drivers  licences.  All  done  on 
the  premises,  including  passport  photos.  j; 

ITA  services  all  cruise  and  tour  packages  seen  advertised  locally. 

We  will  book  you  at  the  lowest  fare  available  —  or  first  class  all  the 
way,  whatever  your  personal  preference  may  be. 

All  reservations  are  made  on  our  fully  computerized  reservation 
system  at  airport  rates. 

Ample  free  parking  and  conventient  to  the  T. 

INTRODUCTORY  SPECIAL 

SIX  ISLAND  CARRIBEAN  CRUISE 

aboard  the  ms  Carla  Costa,  April  26  ^3<j0  /Sl/Ait  I 

From  $845.00  pp/dbl  occ. 

(Inc.  free  rt  air  to  San  Juan.  Quad  rates  avail.)  j 

"make  it  ITA.  .  .all  the  way!" 

ITA  Travel  Services 

570  Mystic  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02145 


whether  a  person  has  been 
diagnosed  for  AIDS  or  ARC  or 
tested  HTLV-III  postive.  Some¬ 
one  who  tested  HTLV-III  postive 
would  be  denied  insurance.  For¬ 
sythe  also  stated  that  an  applica¬ 
tion  from  a  single  male  who  resides 
in  a  city  such  as  San  Francisco, 
Houston  or  Miami  would  require  a 
“more  careful  approach  of  under¬ 
writing.”  Underwriters  might  take 
into  consideration  whether  a  per¬ 
son’s  medical  record  showed  cases 
of  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  if  the  person  had  recently 
suffered  from  severe  weight  loss, 
and  if  the  person’s  beneficiary  was 
another  man. 

One  of  the  arguments  against  in¬ 
surance  use  of  HTLV-III  testing  is 
the  lack  of  reliability  of  available 
tests.  “The  test  [used  by  blood 
banks  is  a]  crude  screening  test,” 
Dr.  George  Grady,  director  of  the 
Massachusetts  state  labs,  told  the 
health  committee.  “It  errs  on  the 
sensitivity  side,  [with  a  tendency  to 
yield  false  positives.]” 

State  Insurance  Commissioner 
Peter  Hiam,  who  testified  in  favor 
of  the  insurance  bill,  also  address¬ 
ed  the  inability  of  HTLV-III  tests 
to  predict  if  a  person  will  contract 
AIDS.  In  addition,  Hiam  express¬ 
ed  concern  about  confidentiality. 
Insurance  companies  file  data  in  a 
computer  “which  can  be  accessed 
by  any  insurance  company  in  the 
bureau,”  said  Hiam.  He  advised 
the  insurance  industry  to 
“organize  cost  effective  treatment 
[for  AIDS]”  in  order  to  stay  finan¬ 
cially  sound. 

If  an  accurate  test  for  AIDS 
were  developed,  Hiam  said  he 
would  support  its  use  by  insurance 
companies. 

Before  the  health  committee 
votes  on  the  insurance  bill,  they 
will  meet  with  AIDS  activists  and 
representatives  from  the  insurance 


industry  to  see  if  a  compromise  bill 
can  be  worked  out.  Paul  Romary, 
research  director  for  the  health 
committee,  told  GCN  the  commit¬ 
tee  hopes  the  meeting  will  clarify 
medical  questions  regarding  the 
accuracy  of  current  HTLV-III 
tests.  Romary  would  not  disclose 
who  would  be  part  of  this  meeting, 
scheduled  for  March  24. 

Larry  Kessler,  director  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee,  was  not 
aware  of  the  meeting,  and  told 
GCN  he  could  not  envision  a  com¬ 
promise  and  would  only  be 
satisfied  with  passage  of  the  bill. 

Arlene  Isaacson,  lobbyist  for 
the  Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 
(MGPC)  told  GCN  that  although 
she  was  aware  that  Insurance 
Commissioner  Peter  Hiam  would 
be  on  the  negotiating  committee, 
she  did  not  know  what  member  of 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community 
would  be  on  the  committee. 
MGPC  will  lobby  to  have  a 
member  of  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  included. 

Rally 

Continued  from  page  1 
and  former  Catholic  novitiate  Gin- 
ny  Apuzzo  charged  the  Catholic 
Church  with  failure  to  practice  the 
love  it  preaches.  Writer  Darrell 
Yates  Rist  of  GLAAD  read  recent 
inflammatory  newspaper  quotes; 
announced  the  March  20  rally  on 
Christopher  Street,  win  or  lose, 
and  march  to  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  in  the  event  of  a  defeat; 
and  presided  over  the  release  into 
the  sky  of  800  lavender  balloons 
that  had  been  distributed  to  the 
assembled.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Big  Apple  Corps  played 
“Thunder”  by  John  Philips  Sousa 
and  “New  York,  New  York”  by 
Kander  and  Ebb  as  the  crowd  dis¬ 
persed. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


(Femvay\^ 
Community 
Health 
Center 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P-  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex- 
erience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
ealth  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 

16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 

•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  V1SA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  I' rev  initial  c  onsultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Kxercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  lM  A  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MO  &  VISA  welcome 
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\  From  West  Palm  to  Key  West,  the 
tKV  gay  climate  has  never  been  better. 
\  So  many  new  places. ..so  many 
\  new  faces. ..basking  in  the 
A  tropical  sun.  And,  with  business 
71  competition  at  an  all  time  high, 
prices  are  at  an  all  time  low.  Here 
f  are  a  few  of  several  hundred  fun 
*  spots  that  make  South  Florida  such  a 
great  place  to  be.  Why  wait  for  summer 
when  it’s  waiting  for  you...  C’mon  down! 


We  have  it  all  24  hours  a  day 


Dale’s  Boutique 

Hot  swimwear  for  hot  people! 
Olde  Key  West  Lounge 

Fine  food,  great  entertainment! 
Outdoor  heated  swimming  pool 
In  a  Key  West  setting! 


Our  whirlpools  are  so  good  we  have  2 
Just  hot  enough! 

A  steam  room  that’s  like  being  in  the  tropics! 
Three  shower  areas  •  you  call  that  clean! 

Barber  Shop 

With  services  available  when  you  want  them! 


"famous  casual  wear" 

Ft.  UudERdAU 

17  S.  Atlantic  Blvd. 
Spring  Break  Resort 
(former  Marlin  Bch) 
(305)  524-4759 


MIAMi  bEAch 

*  TV  100  21st  St. 

Sea  Gull  Hotel 
'7/  H  (305)  672-2664 

trader  tom/ 

clothing  inc. 


Better  Bodies  In  Mind. 


CLUB  BODY  CENTER 

&  GUEST  QUARTERS 


2991  CORAL  WAY 


where  MEN  meet  in  Ft.  Laud 

502  East  Sunrise  Blvd.,  at  the  railroad  tracks 


THE  PREMIER  DANCE  CLUBS 
™  OF  FLORIDA 


FT.  LAUDERDALE 


W.  DAVIE  at  1-95 


587-0938 


MMY; 


South  Florida's  tradition 
of  fine  dining  &  nightly 
entertainment  for  7  years 


'The  Key  Guest  House 
Of  Fort  Lauderdale" 


BIG 

CLcy9s 


THE  GRAND  PIANO  BAR 
COCKTAILS  &  FRIENDS 

1  7008  Collins  Ave.  949-41 1 9 

MIAMI  BEACH 


IE  HEW  CLUBHOUSE 
coV£R  CONNECTION 

aklood  Pk.  Blvd..  Ft.  Lauderdale  566  9491  R  AR 

r — .  D„rl/  RI..H  &  Ct-H  U...W  414  IS  A.  *  *  *. 


7  96  colorful  pages 
of  gay  attractions 
in  South  Florida 
every  week! 

2145  W  DAVIE  BLVD 
FT  LAUD.,  FL  33312 


Contact  your  I.G.T.A.  or  any  travel  agent  to 
arrange  your  South  Florida  vacation  now. 
Co-op  ad  information:  Dickman-Riley  &  Assoc., 
2145  W.  Davie  Blvd,  Ste  204,  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
FL  33312  (305)  583-4750 


If  you  RATE  a  vacation  now ,  how  does  this  RATE  suit  you 

★  , - -OCEANSIDE  ROOMS 


^  146  Oceanside  Rooms 
^  7  Full  Bars 
**  Olympic  Size  Pool 
v*  Nightly  Entertainment 
rA  Disco  ’til  5  AM 
Boutiques  &  Shops 

Reserve  NOW ! 

AMFX.  VISA  &  MC  CARDS 


FOR  2 
NIGHTLY 


FROM 

ONLY 


(Not  a  misprint. ..less  than  $10  per  person!) 

'World's  Largest  Gay  Resort' 

•••  ON  THE  OCEAN  AT  21st  St.  •  MIAMI  BEACH  1  "O 


The  view  is  magnificent 
hut  the  food. ..drinks... 
and  people  you  meet 
are  even  better. 

SI  Cocktail  Hour  Daily 
Sunday  Brunch 


.  DANCING 
DINING 
LIVE  MUSIC 


9ESORI  HOTEL 


RESTAURANT 
&  LOUNGE 


U.S.  1  &  Oakland  Bark  •  l-T.  Lauderdale 


901  Progresso  Drive 


Fort  Lauderdale 
524-4100 


The  Miami  -  Ft  Lauderdale 
Connection 


EXIT  21 
off  1-95 


2920  SW  30th  Ave 
Hallandale  458-0027 


451  N.  State  Rd.  7  (441)  ,  587-534 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale  • 

LAUDERDALE’S  COMPLETE 
COMPLEX 

FOP  MEN  &  WOMEN 

•  Dining  Room  Featuring 
2  for  1  Entrees  Nightly 

•  Cabaret  Lounge  •  Game  Room 

•  Dance  Club  •  Open  ’til  4  A.M. 


a  restaurant  U  lounge  , 
in  the  historic  district  /i 
of  fort  lauderdale.  >/- 

201  s.w.  2nd  street  r? 
resv:  467-7667  7# 


MALE  DANCERS  7  rilOHTS  -  FULL  LIQUOR 


DICKMAN 

RILEYO 


A  Marketing  Arts  Agency 
1986 
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(  Not  To  Be  Missed 


V. 

r 


“CERTAINLY  THE  GAY  FILM  OF  THIS  YEAR. 

...A  gay  masterpiece!’ 

-John  Morrone,  NEW  YORK  NATIVE 


m  GmtOTQOm 


Starring  Saeed  Jaffrey.  Roshan  Seth.  Daniel  Day  Lewis.  Gordon  Warnecke  and  Shirley  Anne  Field 
Written  by  Hamf  Kureishi  Directed  by  Stephen  Frears  Produced  by  Sarah  Radclyffe  and  Tim  Sevan 


-w— •  ,  H11THICTBP  _ 

|u«OI«  '  II  Oil'll  i  ICCOBMI'IK 

Exclusive  Engagement 
Starts  Friday,  March  21st 


An  ORion  Release 

’986  O' oh  •’•c'u'es  Co'D  cuaxstcz 


(  NICKELODEON  ^ 

606  Comm.  Ave.,  Boston  424-1500  y 


CHILTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

All  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information  please  write: 

P.O.  Box  407g 
Boston,  MA  02117-0407 

All  replies  are  confidential. 


«gWH 


LaCt'ar9e 


5387037 


SUBSCRIBE 


Yet ‘5  Go  to  Brunch  !  ’ 


San  Juan 


s\n>~3  ^  Round  trip  Eastern  Airlines 

from  Boston, 7  nights  at  choice 
of  various  gay  guest  houses,  transfers, 
parties  and  more.  $457-$497  per  person, 
based  on  double  occupancy. 

Call  For  Flyer  800-221-6574 


RESERVE  YOUR  WINTER  TAN  NOW .  .  . 


Don't  be  left  in  the  cold ! 


Uc^uinucKS 

V  y  4 IKIET  WIEjfT 

VC\  A  Tropical  Guesthouse  w 

Vjr  725- N  White  St.,  Key  West,  Florida  33040  +t 

305-294-7381 


ADVERTISING  IN  GCN  WORKS! 


Volunteer 

for  an 

<^f  'Po&tiCClC  'ffoitH&l 

Receive  a  ticket  to  GCN's  upcoming 
hilarious  benefit: 

The  Plutonium  Players 
presenting 

LADIES  AGAINST  WOMEN. 

We  need  volunteers  for  various  tasks 
before  and  during  the  performance, 
Friday,  April  25,  in  exchange  for 
admission. 

V _ Contact  Kim  at  GCN:  426-4469 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


|  G.U.T.s  ! 

I  Gays  United  Together  ^ 
I  is  a  new  group  for  I 

|  Gays  and  Lesbians  k 

k  that  is  forming  in  the  f, 
j  Mass  area.  We  will  I 

I  be  having  parties  at  k 
l  Boston's  best  night  J 

s]  spots:  The  Nine,  | 

|  Metro,  etc.  | 

\  -Membership  is  Free-  \ 

^  For  more  info  send  a  $1.00  I 
I  processing  fee  to  G.U.T.s,  I 
|.  G,  89  Mass  Ave,  Box  5,  c 
|  Boston,  Mass  02115  f 


\  Allegra  Productions  Present? 


SW^ETHONEY 


Vocal  music  from  the 
Black  tradition ... 
soaring,  weaving 
close  harmonies ... 
powerful  yet  tender. 


Sunday,  April  6,  1986 
3:00  P.M. 

Strand  Theatre  (bv  Information:  (617|  547-1378 

543  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester 

Shuttle  buses  from  Andrew  Station,  Red  line  T  before  and  after  show 
•  Sign  language  interpreted 

T Childcare  by  reservation  only:  Call  Childcare  Extraordinaire  at  523-3772  by 
April  3  to  reserve. 

Tickets  $  12  in  advance,  $  13  at  the  door 
V2  price  under  12/over  60/SSI  by  mail  only 
All  Seats  Reserved 

Available  From:  Out  Of  Town  Tickets,  Sandy's  Music,  Bodyworks  Gym,  Wood  &  Strings, 
GladDay,  Skippy  White's  Records,  RedBook,  FoodFor  Thought,  ConcertCharge  497-1 1 18. 

Mail  Order:  Send  check  and  SASE  to  Allegra  Productions,  P.  O.  Box  469,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  G F  would  do  as  well. _ Q 


PERSONALS _ 

THE  GIRLILLAS  RISE  AGAIN 
AUDITIONS 

Musical,  political,  comedy  band  look¬ 
ing  for  2-3  new  members.  Wanted: 
drummer  and  singer/dancer.  Call 
522-4474  or  354-5468  for  info, _ (36) 

PART  •  TIME  LOVER 
LF-40’s  seeks  LF  for  sincere,  warm, 
clean  fun.  Ocsas  times-no  drugs-North 
Shore-  Lynn  area  only.  No  ties.  Box  50. 
_ (37) 

LF,  businesswoman,  30,  attractive, 
positive,  seeking  LF  25-45,  feminine,  at¬ 
tractive,  intelligent  who  would  not 
dream  of  answering  newspaper  ads.  No 
heavy  drinkers  or  drugs.  Box  49.  (37) 

LF  43  looking  for  same  serious  relation- 
ship.  Thoughtful,  affectionate, 
nurselike,  romantic  eve,  music  art  and 
much  more.  Call  Julie  773-2620.  (40) 

LF  early  40’s,  world-class  teacher,  ir¬ 
reverent,  energetic,  committed  to  the 
arts,  seeks  LF  25-40  comfortable  with 
Mozart,  Motown,  Manet,  Manhattan 
and  alliteration.  Tofu  addiction  not  re- 
quisite.  Box  51. _ (38) 

NO  STAGE,  SOUND  OR  TOILETS? 
Not  unless  the  money  is  raised  to  pay 
for  these  services  and/or  facilities. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  ’86. For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee,  PO  Box  8916-02114, 
Boston,  MA,  021 14  or  391 -3411.  (37) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

No  ifs’  ands’  or  buts’l  With  or  without 
recognition  from  “those  other  people” 
who  have  little  to  do  with  us  anyway.  If 
we  can  affirm  our  lives  with  self-love, 
we’ve  got  so  much  more  than  some  an¬ 
niversary  ‘blender’  that  ’’they”  might 
get.  C. _ (36) 

IF  I  CAN’T  DANCE... 

Pol,  fun-loving,  80’s  LF  seeks  like- 
minded  other(s),  25-35  to  share  joie  de 
vivre  on  the  floor  and  off--Whatever  is  in 
the  mix.  Send  a  note!  Box  48.  (37) 

WORK  EXCHANGE  FOR  EVENING 
OF  POLITICAL  HUMOR 
Receive  a  free  ticket  to  GCN’s  upcom¬ 
ing  hilarious  benefit:  The  Plutonium 
Players,  presenting,  Ladies  Against 
Women.  We  need  volunteers  for 
various  tasks  before  and  during  the  per¬ 
formance,  Friday,  April  25,  in  exchange 
for  admission.  Contact  Kim  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  (C) 

Attractive,  career  oriented,  LF  30  with 
sense  of  humor  and  zest  for  life,  seeks 
intelligent,  warm,  mature  but  fun-loving 
LF  for  sharing  all  that  life  has  to  offer. 
_ (3?) 

Attractive,  intelligent  L30+  seeks 
same  in  Central  MA  or  southern  NH  for 
friendship  and  romance.  Write  PO  Box 
52,  Ashby,  MA  01431, _ (36) 

LESBIAN  MOTHER,  GRADUATE 
STUDENT  LOOKING  TO 
Interview  adolescents  from  Lesbian 
families,  ages  12-18  for  graduate  study. 
Confidential.  If  interested  please  con¬ 
tact  Trish  and/or  leave  message.  Area 
617-599-4706.  (36) 

L27,  Nice  Italian  girl,  looking  for  roman¬ 
tic  interludes  (L30-40)  full  of  harmless 
fun  and  frolic.  Pis  resp  to  Box  45.  (36) 

You  don’t  answer  personal  ads  which  is 
a  shame  because  you’d  really  like  to 
meet  a  happy,  attractive,  professional 
30+  LF  who  is  thoughtful,  romantic, 
monogamous,  independent,  dry- 
humored  &  astute.  Box  44  . _ (36) 

WORLD  TRAVEL 

GM,  older  27,  GD  looking,  bearded,  etc, 
looking  for  right  person  to  join  me  on  5 
month  trip  to  Europe,  Africa,  etc.  Lv 
March  87.  I  am  energetic,  curious, 
moody,  good  sense  of  humor.  U  R  same 
willing  to  try  new  things  wanting  to 
escape  able  to  pay  own  way  (tight 
budget)  Write!  Letsgo.  Box  47. _ (38) 

JERRY  CABRERA 

Are  you  lost  in  poetic  revelry?  Please 
cal  I  Loie,  426-4469  or  628-4382.  (C) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 

IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

I  WISH  YOU  LOVE! 

(surely  you  DO  exist...) 

GWM  29,  Br  hair/hzl  eyes,  5'11  by  turns 
shy,  boisterous,  sexy,  klutzy,  camp  or  dead 
serious,  seeking  versatile,  nice,  sane,  beau 
for  music,  sparks,  rainy  walks,  bear  hugs, 
biking;  someone  to  laugh  +  cry  with  write 
tacky  postcards  to,  adore  bake  brownies 
for,  watch  shaving.  Coffee?  Box  36.  (36) 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks! _ (c) 


GCN  CLASSIFIEDS 

Make  GCN  your  first  place  to  look  when 
you  want  to  buy,  sell,  rent,  share,  barter, 
visitor  volunteer. _ (35) 

LESBIAN  BRYN  MAWR  ALUMNAE 
Interested  in  participating  in  a  May  Day 
celebration  in  Boston  without  the  hoop¬ 
la?  Sophias  Philae  Paromen!  Box  42. 
_ (36) 

NO  STAGE,  SOUND  OR  TOILETS? 

Not  unless  the  money  is  raised  to  pay 
for  these  services  and/or  facilities. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  '86.  For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee, PO  Box  8916-02114,  Boston, 
MA,  021 14  or  391-3411, _ (37) 

SO  PRECIOUS  A  PLACE, womyn  speak 
on  womyn  only  space.Watch  GCN  for 
video-producer  Cecilia  Denning’s  Boston 
Premier  showing  this  spring. _  (40) 

PLEASE  PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Yale  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alumni,  Brown  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alumni,  please  call  Catherine,  426-4469. 
_ (35). 

LF,  30  disenchanted  with  the  bar  scene, 
seeks  intelligent,  professional,  mature, 
warm,  down-to-earth  person  with  depth 
and  vaired  interests  for  friendship/ 
companionship.  Box  37. _ (36) 

FORWARD  TOGETHER 

Are  you  planning  to  sell,  display,  give 
away  or  show  your  craft,  organization, 
or  talent  at  this  year’s  Pride  Day?  Call 
now  to  discuss  plans  with  the  Planning 
Committee.  Info:  391-3411. _ (36) 

Intelligent,  sensitive,  sportsminded 
LF36  sks  to  meet  L  w/sense  of  humor 
and  zest  for  life.  Self  awareness,  open, 
caring  +  honest.  Lets  meet.  Box  31.  (36) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (39) 

HU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I'm  a  profes¬ 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  236G,  SF,  CA 
94119. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc. .  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too* 1 ) 
USA  &  CANADA  S10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50:  Alabama.  Arkansas. 

N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 

$20:  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 

NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self  addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Gian 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'r 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


MOVERS 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  +  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move,  Home  +  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037OX  322-7373  Pat 
_ (48) 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 
Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 


MPDU  Number  23733 

(1) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 

MPDU  #24184 

522-0826 

(D 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

O 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

T 

236-1848 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  make  it  hap¬ 
pen  for  the  1986  buying  binge.  Can  you 
help  with:  selecting  historically  signifi¬ 
cant  tidbits  from  past  issues,  do 
editing,  layout,  paste-up,  design  and 
artwork,  marketing,  promotion,  and/or 
distribution.  Lend  a  hand  to  a  major 
GCN  fundraiser.  Make  the  calendar 
happen!  Come  to  the  one  and  only 
organized  meeting  Wednesday,  March 
26,  7pm  at  the  GCN  office,  167  Tremont 
St.  For  more  information,  call  576-6788. 
_ (C) 


SERVICES _ 

COLLECTIVE  SEEKING  NEW 
MEMBERS 

Newly  formed  feminist  therapy  collec¬ 
tive  seeking  two  additional  members. 
Must  have  minimum  of  two  yrs  clinical 
experience  and  a  sensitivity  to  Gay  and 
Lesbian  issues  as  well  as  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  group  process.  Call  Teri 
734-4066  or  Bonnie  443-7939.  Please  lv 
message. _ (37) 

WOMEN'S  HISTORY  MUSEUM 
Need  people  to  share  ideas  about  star¬ 
ting  Women’s  museum  in  Boston  area. 
Interested?  Call  Linton  at  491-8543.  (37) 


Aching  muscles?  Feeling  Stressed? 
Deep  theraputic  massage  for  women. 
Reasonable  fee.  Call  lleen,  327-8908. 


(43) 

CARPENTRY 
and  other  repairs. 
522-4094. 

' 

(39) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 
Evenings  M-F,  also  Sat  +  Sun,  Call  for 
an  appointment.  Watertown.  926-5209 

_ (41) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 
CONCORD  MEN'S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri  7:30  pm.  For 
more  info,  Call  Gay  info-line  of  NH  (603) 
753-9533. _ (V14.??) 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


JOB  WANTED 


BLK  Lesbian  seeks  job  for  June  in 
Public  Ed  or  Admn.  Have  7  yrs  teaching 
experience  (grades  5-12).  Am  currently 
in  Prov,  Rl,  but  willtravel  to  Bos.  Any 
ideas  or  leads,  write  Box  46. _ (37) 


HELP  WANTED 

ASSISTANT  MANAGER  FOOD  COOP 

Primary  responsibility  for  produce  and 
dairy.  Must  be  able  to  lift  50  lb  boxes. 
Managerial  skills  and  experience 
preferred.  40  hours  per  week.  Call  Beth 
at  617-648-3663.  Arlington  Food  Coop, 
7A  Medford  St.  Arlington,  MA  02174. 
EOE. _ (36) 


HELP  WANTED 

TYPESETTER/STAFF  WRITER 

Available  Immediately.  Typeset  articles 
&  other  copy  on  Compugraphic  7500, 
and  write  features/news  stories.  Ex¬ 
cellent  typing  skills  &  good  knowledge 
of  spelling,  grammar  &  punctuation 
necessary.  Typesetting  and/or  word 
processing  experience  helpful.  (Some 
training  is  available.  $160/wk  +  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Call  Gordon  or  Laurie 
for  more  info,  or  send  resume  &  cover 
letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Gay 
men/Lesbians  of  color  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Available  April/May.  Coordinate 
paper's  administrative/financial  affairs 
&  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  w/board  of 
directors.  Strong  administrative, 
organizational  &  interpersonal  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 
$160/wk  +  excellent  benefits.  Call  Gor¬ 
don  for  more  info,  or  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 

Small  firm  looking  for  capable  person 
to  participate  full  or  part  time  in  all 
phases  of  office  work,  architectural  & 
graphic  design  thru  working  drawings. 
Exp.  pref’d.  Resume  to:  Tom  Huth,  Ar¬ 
chitect,  137  Walnut  St.  Brookline,  MA 
02146. _ (c) 

FULLTIME  BOOKSTORE 
CO-MANAGER 

For  workers  coop.  Bookstore,  collec¬ 
tive,  political  experience  and  financial 
skills  helpful.  $5. 50/hr;  $6.00  after  3  mo. 
2  year  committment  essential.  For  ap¬ 
plication,  write  Food  for  Thought 
Books,  67  N.  Pleasant  St.  Amherst,  MA 
01002  or  call  413-253-5432.  Deadline 
3/30.  Affirmative  Action  employer.  (36) 

1  PERSON  NEEDED  FOR  SMALL 
WOMAN  OWNED  CABINET  SHOP 

Min.  5  yrs  table  saw  exp.  Able  to  read 
shop  drawings  and  cabinet  making 
skills.  Must  have  own  tran.  Part  or 
possible  full  time.  $8-12.  Call  Sue  or 
Tory  at  438-4681. _ (36) 

HOUSEKEEPER/MAINTENANCE 

POSITION 

For  women’s  guesthouse  in  Pro- 
vincetown.  Housing  provided.  Call 
Gabriel’s,  (61 7)  487-3232. _ (39) 

TEACH  IN  NICARAGUA 

Nicaraguan  Univ  needs  teachers  to 
teach  math,  Econ,  Nat.  Sciences,  etc., 
in  Spanish.  6  month  committment, 
beginning  in  Aug.  '86  or  March  '87.  For 
more  info  and  application,  contact: 
Science  for  the  People,  Nica  Cmte,  897 
Main  St.  Camb,  MA  02139.  Tel:  (617) 
547-0370. _ (39) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

■ 

i 

i 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Business 

X 

2.00  = 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col. 

or  part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

— 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00  = 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

— 

Business 

7.00  = 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

— 

Non-Business 

5.00  = 

SUBTOTAL 

— 

Business 

X 

.75  = 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

Non-Business  . 

...  X 

.50  = 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

TOTAL  =  - - 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

— 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  ffwks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’S 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATES 

SEEKING  HOUSEMATE 

L  30  sks  resp  woman  to  share  8  rm 
house  in  Holliston  w/1  acre  fenced  yd. 
Hse  has  all  applnes,  fireplaces.  Will 
have  own  bdrm,  study,  bath.  Short  or 
longterm  basis,  $375  +  .  Pets  ok!  Avail 
4/15,  Melanie  429-7378,  Wed-Sun.  Keep 
trying, _ (37) 

1M  +  IF  need  3rd  roommate,  indepen¬ 
dent,  openminded,  friendly  individual 
preferred.  Nonsmoker  only,  no  cats  or 
dogs.  Quiet  neighborhood,  good  loca¬ 
tion.  $350  per  month  incl  ht,  util  xtra. 
Call  623-7258  ask  for  Gerry  or  Beth  or  Iv 
message  on  machine. _ (37) 

LT,  32,  prof,  resp,  considerate,  sks 
roommate  for  duplex  w/porch  &  yard, 
Watertown,  neat  T.  $362+  utilities. 
924-5967. _ (37) 

Brkl  Vill.  LF  32  +  cat,  seek  a  secure, 
resp,  optimistic  L/Bi/het  28  +  .  Share  Ig, 
beau,  2Br  apt.  No  more  pets.  $350  htd, 
pkg.  738-8621,  Ive  message. _ (37) 

SOUTH  SHORE 

2  GM  sk  M  or  F  to  share  5  rm  apt  in  hse. 
$225  incl  util.  Quiet,  political,  no  drugs. 
Refs.  961 -3878. _ (36) 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 
Serving  Our  Gay/Lesbian  Community 
ROOMEZE 
Gay/Lesbian 

Roommate  Refferal  Service 
Call  286-3195 
3  Month  Listing  Just  $15 
Confidentiality  Assured 
_ (36) 

JP  LF  seeks  LF  28  +  to  share  apt  w  cat, 
back  yard  +  porch,  big  kitchen,  no 
smoke,  mostly  veggie,  share  some 
meals,  open  to  comunication.  Sorry  no 
other  pets.  $237.50  +  util.  Linda 
522-3868. _ (36) 

ROOMMATE  NEEDED 

LF  25  seeks  LF  to  share  spacious  2 
bdrm  apt  in  W.  Medford.  Must  be  resp, 
prof,  non-smkr.  Modern  apt,  ww  dw  ds, 
nice  neighborhood-must  see!  Have  2 
cats,  no  more  please!  300  +  Call  Jane 
488-3202  Btwn  7-10pm.  (36) 

LF,  33  and  6  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230+  utils.  Julie  522-2626. _ (29) 

Small,  inexpensive  room  available  in  in¬ 
dependent  JP  house.  No  more  smokers, 
no  more  pets.  Carnivores  need  not  app¬ 
ly.  Call  Marcos  at  426-4469  (w)  or 
524-1376  (h).  (Q 

Like  living  alone  but  can't  quite  afford 
it?  Skg  L28+  for2bdrm  apt.  Share  dur¬ 
ing  summer  ($250  +  ),  yours  all  week  in 
academic  year  ($380  +  ).  No  smkg, 
drugs,  booze.  Call  Nancy  926-3474,  (35) 

Friendly,  good-humored  LF  sks  same  2 
share  healthy  home.  2  bdrm,  large  kit. 
conv.  to  Grn  &  Org  lines.  I  have  2  sweet 
cats.  Sorry,  no  more.  $200+  327-3193 
_ (35) 

Porter  Sq.  2  Bi/L  F’s  sk  non-smokng, 
mature  F  for  nice  apt  nr  shops,  T  & 
trees.  Independent,  friendly,  prof,  & 
semi-pc.  Temp/perm.  $275+  623-3166. 


(37) 


APARTMENTS 


JP  near  center  and  T.  All  new  1  br  apt  on 
2nd  fl  of  owner  occuppied  house.  Has 
new  kt  cab,  disp,  gas  range,  ww,  cl  fan, 
priv  porch.  $650  incl  heat.  Non 
smokers’  discount.  522-1808. _ (36) 

P-TOWN  SUMMER  RENTAL 
New  2  bdrm  townhouse,  parking  2  cars, 
washer  dryer,  dishwasher,  deck,  walk 
to  center  town,  $6000  for  season  fr  5/15 
to  9/15  or  by  the  month  $2500.  Call 
617-487-4776. _ (37) 

MARTHA'S  VINEYARD 
3  Bdrm  w/fpl,  w  +  d,  dk,  panoramic  ocn 
view,  nr  bchs,  avail  June,  July,  Sept,  mo 
or  wk,  Iv  mes  61 7-522-4457.  No  pets.  (42) 

DORCHESTER-NR  MEETINGHOUSE 
HILL 

5  room  apartment  on  dead  end  St.  Irst 
fir.  $425+  util -heat. -Call  825-1364.  (36) 

Revere,  Point  of  Pines  ocean  front  con¬ 
do,  2br  2  B.  incl.  ht,  ac,  full  appli  kit,  ww 
carp,  prkg,  indr  pool,  sauna,  bale,  mins 
from  Bost,  “T”,  Logan.  $1 100/mo 
358-7933  eves  &  wkends. _ (36) 

1  MO  FREE  &  NO  FEE-CONDO 

LG  sunny  5  rm  with  eat-ln  kitchen,  945 
sq  ft,  roof  rights.  A  good  value  for  your 
money.  $900/mo  incl  ht.  So  End,  option 
to  buy.  825-8326. _ (36) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

2  TERRIFIC  DYKES 

Both  personally  and  as  tenants,  and 
our  housebound  dyke  cat,  need  new 
home.  2  bdrm/5  rms,  about  $550  htd. 
Prefer  w/d  hookups,  lots  of  wood 
(floors,  doorframes,  etc)  maybe  a  porch 
and/or  yard,  off  street  pkg.  We  want  it 
all  (or  as  much  as  we  can  get)  and  will 
take  good  care  of  it.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469  (GCN)  or  either  Sara  or 
Catherine  at  391-3411. _ (C) 

TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 

Short  on  cash,  but  have  lots  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women’s  organizations/ 
businesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to 
Women's  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (30?) 

FOR  SALE 

1980  MGB 

Black  1980  MGB  with  custom  hard  top. 
Carefully  maintd,  body  exc,  no  rust. 
Moving,  forced  to  sell  at  $6500.  Call 
Gail  at  926-9407  before  10pm. _ (38) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Enjoy  fabulous  SPRING  skiing  at  the 
only  all-woman  resort  in  Northern  New 
England.  Lots  of  snow  for  all  winter 
sports.  Baby  goats  &  maple  sugaring 
too.  Cozy  rooms,  mid-week  discounts. 
Call  802-533-7772. _ (37) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
“Tropicall  perfect-Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure-Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  3304.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess.  _ (43) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 
Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub,  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We’ve  got  it  all-including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  skiis.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn¬ 
keepers^ _ (34) 

CHECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE  CHECKER 
INN 

Bouble  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  ’round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P'towh,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  one  subway  stop  from  Manhattan. 
Be  pampered  by  having  breakfast  serv¬ 
ed  in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  (718)  625-2653. 
The  RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  (718) 
522-2828.  (S17) 


TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  .Plaza 

_ _ I 


r - 


GCN 

Subscriptions 
keep  us 
healthy 
8c 

save  you 

$20  off 
the 

newsstand 

price 

Y _ ) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,  SF,CA  941 14.  (v14.15)) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAII  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing, etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar.  Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write 
PO  Box  1 1 ,  Camb  M A  02238.  (VI 4.35 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

(v. 14.23)  I 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

nwMinnmNNi.umiiiiiififiMi _ _ 

Iro  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Of 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
EAliisndar  Bwtman.  Prtten  Utmairs  ot  tr 
|4  nirchlnQ. 


Artists  &  Poets! 

Some  time  this  summer  we’ll  do  I 
our  4th  annual  gay  /lesbian 
prisoner  poetry  &  drawings 
centerspread.  Get  out  your  pens 
(black  for  drawings,  if  possible;! 
blue  is  ok)  and  pencils,  and  get  I 
to  play!!  We’ll  probably  get  I 
more  than  we  can  print,  so  don’t! 
be  mad  if  we  can’t  fit  all  of  them| 
(please)  (smile).  THANX!!! 


I  am  interested  in  poetry  and  if  you’re 
interested  in  having  some  “home 
•  made”,  I’d  be  glad  to  send  you  some. 
Also  it’s  be  nice  to  have  a  penpal.  I 
love  music,  writing,  sketching  and 
singing.  I’m  doing  18  months  for  at¬ 
tempted  burglary.  That’s  a  few  lines 
about  me.  I’d  really  appreciate  hear¬ 
ing  from  someone.  Thanks.  Dishunda 
HODGE,  A160130  Box  148,  P.O.  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 
L/F,  26,  wants  mature,  funloving, 
openminded  woman  to  write  to.  I  en¬ 
joy  womyn's  music,  reading  and 
women!  I  have  a  nutty  sense  of  humor 
and  am  very  sincere.  Carol  M.  REID, 
160643,  Box  8540  No.561,  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024. 


Straight  male  with  homosexual  lover 
in  prison  wants  to  hear  from  all  bi¬ 
females  ages  18-40  that  are  into  the 
outlaw  life.  I’m  6’1”,  220  lbs,  and  will 
be  out  sometime  this  year.  Will 
answer  letters  with  photos  first.  Can’t 
write  other  prisoners.  Danny  JAR¬ 
RELL,  00369-078,  PMB  833,  PO  Box 
7000,  Texarkana  TX  75501. 


Could  you  please  run  a  penpal  ad  for 
me.  I  have  no  one  in  this  world  and 
need  a  letter  now  and  then.  I’m  not  in¬ 
to  games  or  “big”  money,  but  I’ll  say 
upfront  that  I’m  not  above  asking 
about  some  change  now  and  then  (if 
you  have  it;  no  big  deal  if  you  don’t). 
Thanks.  Sonny  James  MARTZ,  47755, 
2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310 


GCN  GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
ilVe  send  free  papers,  books  (when  I 
\they  are  donated  and  money  for  I 
\postage  is  available ),  and  run  free  I 
\ penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a  I 
Xiong  waiting  list  because  of  limited  I 
\space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers I 
|  we  'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to  I 
I  make  the  connections  between  les-\ 
I  bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  andl 
Xthose  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can  I 
Xhelp  with  your  time  or  a  contribu- 
I  tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
\money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, \ 
I  Boston,  MA  021JI.  THANKS! 


I  SEATTLE  GAY  NEWS  will  ac¬ 
cept  penpal  ads  from  prisoners 
Ion  a  space  available  (!)  basis 
I  from  Wash,  Oregon  and  Idaho 
Iprisoners.  Write  to:  Seattle  Gay 
iNews,  704  E.  Pike  St.,  Seattle 
|WA  98122. 


|The  North  American  Man/Boy  Love! 
■  Association  (NAMBLA)  Bulletin  isl 
[available  to  persons  who  are  imprison- 1 
led  (or  having  sex  with  minors.  Contact 
IRock  Thatcher,  PO  Box  10675,  Phoenix 
IAZ  85064. 


Small  built,  loving,  fun,  sincere, 
assertive,  compassionate,  sensitive,  I 
male,  feministic  role  characteristics, 
looking  for  a  dominant  lover  in  hopes 
of  long  friendship.  David  L  NUETZEL, 
077-780,  Box  1100  No.1422,  Avon  Park| 
FL  33825 _ 

I’m  30,  lean,  mean  and  mighty  clean 
Lookin  for  correspondents  to  help  me 
with  my  time.  Will  answer  all,  and 
photos  are  always  nice  (tho  not 
necessary!),  “Duke”.  Please  write; 
Donald  K.  HARVEY,  49306,  2605  State 
St,  Salem  OR  97310. 


HELP!  PRISONERS!! 

I  We’re  putting  together  (trying)  3  morel 
“packets”  and  would  like  your  com-| 
|  ments  and  help.  They  are  on: 

(1)  male  rape 

(2)  coming  out  in  prison 

(3)  “organizing”  inside  (prisoners  I 

|  being  more  together  with  each  other!)  I 
Send  your  ideas  to  Mike,  c/o  GCN.| 
iThanx! 


Male/TV/TS/Lesbian  38  seeks  female| 
lesbian  to  correspond.  Am  also  hop- 
I  ing  to  find  some  real  female  clothing 
I  which  can  be  sent  to  me  at;  Miss! 
ISeka  Marie  Lovelace,  c/o  Rev.  Edward! 
IF.  Lee,  16  Grant  St.,  Utica,  NY  13501. 

I  For  correspondence  please  write:  1 

I  Frank  G.  MacCumber,  84C1065,  Box| 

IB,  Dannemora  NY  12929 _ 

I I  had  my  name  in  your  penpal  space  I 

I  before  but  was  not  “lucky”  (as  you  I 
Isay)  and  would  like  to  try  again.  I  lovel 
[pleasing  my  man,  long  walks  on  the] 
[beach,  and  long  nights  with  a  man! 
[that  will  be  very  sweet  and  gentfel 
[with  me.  It’s  really  nasty  in  here  andl 
[someone  to  write  to  would  be  niceil 
[Thanks.  Randie  C.  WRIGHT,  121647, | 
|  Box  100,  Somers  CT  06071 _ 

My  friends  call  me  Tonto.  I’m  an  I 

alright  looking  Indian  guy  with  long] 
hair  that  gets  me  whistles  in  prison, [ 
but  I  ain’t  doing  anything  just  yetj 
because  I'm  not  sure  of  myself, 
would  like  to  write  individuals  who’ve| 
dealt  with  this  before,  inside  or  out.J 
Joseph  ROBITAILLE,  175180,  Lock| 
Box  500,  Ionia  Ml  48846. 


Gay  man  incarcerated  in  Texas  wants] 

to  correspond  with  free  community.] 
Will  answer  all.  Richard  BISHOP, | 
404193  Coffield,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Tenn.| 
Colony  TX  75851 


My  nickname  is  Smiley.  I  have  brown] 

hair  and  hazel  eyes.  My  sign  is  Scor-| 
pio  and  I  love  getting  fucked  and| 
sucking  a  big  clean  cock.  I’m  33.  E.| 
CARLINE,  059275,  Box  699-W,  Sneads | 
FL  32406. 


A  letter  from  someone  would  help] 
morale  and  dissipate  the  loneliness] 
that  has  become  my  ever  present] 
friend.  Rodney  WILSON,  87168,  CCrI 
Upper  B-12,  Angola  LA  70712. 


Call  me  Buddy.  I’d  like  to  find  anyone 
gay  to  write  to.  I’m  stocky  built  and 
should  be  out  within  a  year  or  so. 
Alfred  KNERINGER,  359120,  Rt  1  Box 
1,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


AIDS 


Legal  intern  working  on  project  for  Na¬ 
tional  Lawyers  Guild’s  AIDS  Network  | 
want  feedback  from  inmates,  especially] 
jailhouse  lawyers  on  legal  issues  concern- 1 
ing  AIDS  in  prisons.  Would  like  to  hear  | 
about  all  types  of  AIDS  related  legal] 
issues  and  how  the  NLG  can  be  of  I 
assistance.  Will  send  questionnaire  on  re-  [ 
quest.  If  your  institution  doesn’t  allow 
correspondence  between  prisoners,  send 
request  to  GCN  and  they  will  forward  it. 


¥ 
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•GCN  SPECIALS' 


WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA02111. _ (c) 

TTY/TTD 

Do  you  have  or  do  you  know  of  a  new  or 
used  TTY/TTD  device  (telecommunica¬ 
tion  device  for  the  hearing  impaired) 
which  would  like  a  new  home  at  GCN? 
Would  ypu  be  willing  to  write  a  grant 
and/or  work  to  fundraise  for  such  a 
device  to  become  part  of  GCN’s  office 
so  that  we  may  ‘connect’  with  more  of 
our  readership?  Call  Catherine, 
426-4469. _ ^ 


Darlings,  do  you  know  computers?  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  do  you  know  dBase  III  like  it 
was  your  main  squeeze?  If  you  do, 
then  GCN’s  Computer  Committee 
needs  to  know  you!  Solve  our  problems 
and  you’ll  get  glory!  Come  to  our 
meetings  and  you’ll  be  charmed!  How 
can  you  resisit?  Pick  up  that  phone 
now,  and  call  Marcos  at  426-4469.  (c) 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  bv 
GCN{167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111;  on  the  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!).  _  (C) 

CRUISE  THE  CAMPUSES? 

Volunteer  needed  to  bring  GCN  to  area 
colleges.  If  you  would  like  to  “bring  us 
along"  to  one  or  more  college,  call 
Catherine  at  426-4469.  (C) 


Circulation  Department  needs  help  up¬ 
dating  the  paper’s  mailing  list.  The 
volunteer  position  requires  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week,  and 
a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn  data 
input.  If  you’re  interested,  call  Marcos 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. _  (C) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  andi 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 

_ (?) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes;  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ _  (c) 

HELP!  1 1 

GCN  needs  another  office  chair  (on 
wheels)or  two.  If  you  have  one  that 
you’re  not  using,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. 


OIL6ND&R 


March  22 
to 

April  4 

22  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Couples’  Issues, 
new  group  starting.  Daughters  of  Bilitis. 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Assoc,  meeting.  St.  John  the  Evangelist, 
33  Bowdoin  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  8PM.  All  wel¬ 
come,  bring  food  or  drink. 

Boston  —  Film  &  Video  on  Nicaragua, 
sponsored  by  the  MCA  Film  Society.  Brat-: 
sos  Gallery,  22  Thayer  St.  7:30PM.  (Re¬ 
ception,  6:30)  Optional  donation. 

Boston  —  Ionian  Society  celebrates  Greek 
independence  Day.  Food,  music  &  danc¬ 
ing.  Gay  &  lesbian  people  of  Greek  heritage 
&  their  friends  welcome.  Info:  625-3172. 

23  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  monthly  potluck.  First  Church  Hall 
(corner  Eliot  &  Centre  Sts.).  4-7PM.  $1. 
Please  bring  food  to  share.  Newcomers 
welcome.  Info:  522-6090  or  522-3894. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  monthly 
potluck.  6PM.  Info:  Ron,  491-4880  or 
Kathryn,  661-6896. 

Boston  —  “The  Soviet  Union  Has  Stopped 
Testing,  Why  Don’t  We?”  with  Dr.  Bernard 
Lown.  Faneuil  Hall.  6PM.  Info:  354-0008 or 
497-7440. 

Marblehead  —  NSGLA  potluck  dinner.  Uni¬ 
tarian  Church,  25  Mugford  St.  5-8PM. 
Free.  Reservations  only.  Info:  Doug  or  Joe, 
639-1398. 

Cambridge  —  “World  of  Work:  Is  that  all 
there  is?’’  class  sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  School.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  Noon-2PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Lesbians  potluck  dinner  &  jam  session. 
6PM.  Info:  734-5627. 

Cambridge  —  Mel  King  speaks  at  Gays  of 
M.l.T.  Walker  Memorial,  142  Memorial 
Drive.  5PM.  Info:  253-5440. 

Boston  —  Jesse  Jackson  to  speak.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church.  11AM.  Info:  536-7050. 

24  monday 

Boston  —  Forum  on  the  Politics  of  AIDS 

and  AIDS-Related  Issues.  Northeastern 
Univ.,  Rm.  266,  Ell  Student  Center.  7PM. 
Info:  John,  247-2820  or  Marea,  782-0977. 

25  tuesday 

Boston  —  New  England  Women’s  Network 
presents  program  on  Elizabeth  Stone 
House.  BNN  Channel  A3/A8  (cable). 
9:30PM. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  A  National  Inquiry,’’  on 
Frontline.  Channel  2,  WGBH-TV.  9PM.  In¬ 
cludes  “an  unflinching  portrait  of  a 
homosexual  prostitute  with  AIDS,”  and  a 
panel  discussion. 

Cambridge  —  Sanchin  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  &  Self-Defense’s  beginning  karate 
classes  start.  6PM.  Info:  522-9821. 

Cambridge  —  Younger  lesbians  22  and 

under  meet.  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  Newcomers  welcome.  Info: 
661-3633. 

26  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Project  Place  orientation  for 
volunteers.  32  Rutland  St.,  South  End. 
6PM.  Hotline,  face-to-face  counseling,; 
drop-in  center  for  the  homeless.  Info: 
262-3740. 


Boston  —  “The  Eyes  of  Birds.’’  Gabriel 
Auer’s  drama  about  human  rights  violations 
at  a  South  African  prison.  Inst,  of  Contem¬ 
porary  Art,  955  Boylston  St.  7:30PM. 
Through  April  6.  Info:  266-5152. 

North  Andover  —  “AIDS:  Practical  Con¬ 
siderations  for  Health  and  Service  Person¬ 
nel,’’  a  day-long 'conference.  Merrimack. 
College.  Open  to  all.  Info:  Anne  Cerami, 
686-1010. 

27  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN's  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Low-income  Students  for  Sur¬ 
vival  Rally.  State  House.  Noon.  Info: 
322-4125  or  547-0497. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theater  Festival:  Re¬ 
quest  Concert  by  Frantz  Koertz,  Double 
Edge  Theatre,  6:30PM;  $6.  Holding  Pat¬ 
terns,  a  play  about  violence  in  the  family, 
Performers  Ensemble,  8PM,  $10-$12. 
Boston  Shakespeare  Co.  Theatre,  52 
Botolph  St.  Info:  547-1378. 

Boston  —  March  meeting  of  the  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Writers’  Network.  Bring  short  pieces 
to  read.  7:30PM.  Info:  491-3789. 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Feminists  Against  War 
Taxes.  6PM.  All  women  welcome.  Info: 
522-5765  (V/TTY). 


Mel  King,  March  23 


28  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Women  35  and  older  meet. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer  to  per¬ 
form.  Modern  Times  Cafe,  134  Hampshire 
St.,  Inman  Sq.  8:45PM.  $3.  Info: 
354-8371. 

Boston  —  Meeting  of  gay  people  of  color 

interested  in  volunteering  with  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Harriet  Tubman  House, 
566  Columbus  Ave.  7PM.  Info:  437-6200. 
Cambridge  —  Patti  Stanko  &  Dale  LeBonte 
speak  on  Anarcha-Feminism.  MIT  bldg.  9, 
rm,  150.  8PM.  Free.  All  welcome.  Info: 
Black  Rose,  734-3196. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival: 
Acrobats,  Thunder  Thighs,  and  Mixed 
Company,  8PM,  $12-$14;  Clean  Break, 
10:30PM,  $6.  Info:  547-1378. 


29  Saturday 

Medford  —  “Something  About  the 
Women”  presents  Funny  Girls  —  Lily 
Tomlin,  Robin  Tyler,  and  others.  WMFO 
91.5  FM.  11AM. 


Tita  Wernimont,  March  30 


Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival:  Mud 

by  Maria  Irene  Fornes,  1PM,  $8;  Panel 
with  Maria  Irene  Fornes,  Tina  Packer,  Jo 
Ann  Schmidman,  Meggy  Terry,  and  Phyllis 
Jane  Rose,  3PM,  $5;  Neurotic  Erotic  Ex¬ 
otics,  and  the  Womanshine  Theatre,  8PM, 
$  1 2  -  $  1 4 ;  Three  Up,  Three  Down, 
10:30PM,  $8.  Info:  547-1378. 

30  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  lesbians 

potluck.  2-4PM.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Info:  423-7730. 

Boston  —  “Mamele/Little  Mother,”  and 
“Yidl  Mitn  Fidl/Yiddle  With  His  Fiddle,” 
open  BU’s  Yiddish  Film  Festival.  George 
Sherman  Union,  Conference  Aud.,  775 
Comm.  Ave.  3PM.  Info:  353-4130. 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival 

Marathon:  Ah  Woman,  Rhythms,  Yvete, 
and  Jennifer  Justice,  1PM;  /  Read  About 
My s  Death  in  VOGUE  Magazine,  In  Tiber 
Melting,  and  Tita  Wernimont,  3PM.  Info: 
547-1378. 

31  monday 

Malden  —  “The  State  of  the  Union,”  a  talk 
by  Shirley  Chisholm.  Emmanuel  Baptist 
Church,  20  Hillside  Ave.  6-9PM.  $10 
donation.  Info:  322-4125. 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Quarterly  Meeting.  Josiah  Quincy 
Community  School,  Chinatown.  7-9PM.  All 
welcome.  Info:  265-0348. 

april  1  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  “Financial  Planning  for 

Women.”  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

2  Wednesday 

Boston  —  “Uncommon  Good:  Civil  Rights 
and  Right  Community,”  lecture  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  Bettenhausen.  George  Sherman 
Union  Conference  Aud.,  775  comm.  Ave. 
8PM.  Free.  Info:  353-3067. 

3  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  brown  bag  lunch  for 

MIT  students,  staff,  and  faculty.  Center 
Lounge,  Student  Center.  1-2PM.  Info: 
253-5440  or  576-3451. 

Cambridge  —  Common  Threads  presented 
by  the  Oral  History  Center.  Response  by 
Dr.  Mary  Helen  Washington  &  songs  by 
Libana.  Harrington  School  Aud.,  850  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  7:30PM  $5.  Info:  498-9000 
X9780. 

4  friday 

Brookline  —  First  annual  Mass.  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Bar  Association  dinner  dance. 
Longwood  Towers,  20  Chapel  St.  7PM. 
$25  and  up.  Speakers  include  Vin  McCar¬ 
thy.  Info:  536-5450. 


note  this! 


Torched  Liberty  (Dramatic  Cantata 

No.  2)  by  Ronald  Caltabiano.  On  a  program 
of  Music  by  Ronald  Caltabiano  presented  by 
Merion  Music  Inc.  at  Merkin  Hall,  New  York 
City,  March  9,  1986. 

Composer  Ronald  Caltabiano,  a 
Julliard  graduate  in  his  late  twenties, 
already  has  an  impressive  list  of  com¬ 
missions,  performances  and  publica¬ 
tions  to  his  credit.  Among  the  five  com¬ 
positions  featured  on  a  recent  program 
of  his  work,  the  dramatic  cantata  Torch 
ed  Liberty  was  of  particular  interest  to 
gay  listeners. 

Scored  for  seven  instrumentalists 
and  solo  soprano  (here  the  excellent 
Margaret  Ahrens),  the  piece  took  shape 
out  of  the  composer’s  examination  of 
“poetic  responses  to  [United  States] 
acts  of  oppression  and  goals  of 
liberty.”  The  text  is  a  collage  of  histori¬ 
cal  and  poetic  materials  which  Calta¬ 
biano  has  shaped  into  four  “episodes” 
and  framed  with  a  prologue  and 
epilogue.  The  work  opens  with  famous 
lines  from  Emma  Lazarus’  The  New  Col¬ 
ossus  (Give  me  your  tired,  your 
poor...”)  and  closes  with  the  shrill 
cries  of  the  early  witch-hunters.  Each 
episode  focuses  on  the  persecution  of 
a  specific  social  minority:  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  Afro-Americans,  U.S.  citizens 
of  Japanese  ancestry,  and  Native 
Americans.  In  each  section,  Caltabiano 
juxtaposes  the  violent  language  of  the 
bigots  with  the  quiet  words  of  the 
persecuted.  Thus  Episode  1  combines 
fragments  from  the  Dade  County  anti¬ 
gay  campaign  with  excerpts  from 
'  Harvey  Milk’s  taped  will,  and  ends  with 
Gertrude  Stein’s  love  poem,  The  Song 
of  Alice  B.  Later  sections  feature 
poems  by  Langston  Hughes,  Keiho 
Sato  and  R.T.  Smith. 

Caltabiano’s  choice  of  words  is 
shrewd  and  effective,  and  so  is  his 
musical  setting.  There’s  a  particularly 
disturbing  schism  between  the  violent 
music  of  the  oppressors  (including  gun¬ 
shots  and  a  police  whistle)  and  the 
private  lyricism  of  the  oppressed. 
Nonetheless,  for  all  its  intelligence  and 
skill,  most  of  Torched  Liberty  didn’t 
really  move  me.  I  think  this  is  due  main¬ 
ly  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  musical 
vocabulary  Caltabiano  has  inherited 
from  the  “modern  music”  world  rather 
than  to  any  individual  failings.  The  aca¬ 
demic  conservatory  tradition  in  this 
country  is  by  and  large  alienated  both 
from  pressing  social  and  political  con¬ 
cerns  and  from  a  musical  vernacular 
which  might  help  illuminate  those  con¬ 
cerns  simply  and  directly.  The  words  of 
Torched  Liberty  are  about  our  lives;  the 
music  is  about  the  insular  world  of 
“contemporary  music.” 

I’m  not  objecting  to  difficult  music  as 
such:  I  enjoyed  Caltabiano’s  String 
Quartet  No.  1  —  a  fiercely  complex 
piece  —  very  much.  But  music-about- 
music  is  different  from  music-about- 
words-and-politics,  and  Caltabiano 
stands  on  unsure  footing  when  he  tries 
to  find  a  style  for  the  latter.  I  think  he’s 
perfectly  aware  of  the  problem:  parts  of 
Torched  Liberty  seem  to  be  striving  for 
a  simpler,  more  direct  idiom.  And  again, 
this  is  not  his  problem  alone:  fortunate 
(and  rare)  the  Kurt  Weills  and  Aaron 
Coplands  who  at  some  point  in  their 
compositional  lives  can  solve  this  par¬ 
ticular  dilemma. 

Caltabiano  is  still  young,  and  clearly 
a  composer  worth  listening  to.  I  find  it 
admirable  that  he  chose  to  write  an 
overtly  political  protest  piece  like  Tor¬ 
ched  Liberty,  and  I  hope  he  continues 
to  explore  the  real  world  of  the  struggle 
towards  “goals  of  liberty.”  His  music 
can  only  benefit  from  the  challenge. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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